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Ethiopia, OAU Condemn Iraqi Invasion 


AB0308 163690 Paris AFP in English 1558 GMT 
3 Aug 90 


[Text] Addis Ababa, Aug 3 (AFP)}—Ethiopia and the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) Friday [3 Aug] 
condemned Irag’s invasion of Kuwait and called for the 
immediate withdrawal of Baghdad's occupation forces. 


The Foreign Ministry said tn a statement that the Ethi- 
opian Government “had learnt with shock about the 
invasion which was a flagrant and clear violation of 
international law.” 


“Ethiopia condemns this totally unwarranted step, 
which is fraught with dangerous consequences for inter- 
national peace and security,” the statement said, under- 
lining that the disruption of peace and security in the 
Middle East, the Gulf and the Red Sea regions affected 
the security of Ethiopia. 


Recourse to use of force to settle international disputes 
could reverse the current positive trends of dialogue and 
reconciliation in inter-state relations so visible at the 
global level, the statement added. 


In statement issued from its headquarters here, the OAU 
called for the immediate withdrawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait and urged the use of dialogue to settle their 
differences. 


The OAU appealed to the international community to 
use all means at its disposal to maintain the territorial 
integrity of Kuwait, saying that the invasion “was a 
flagrant violation of international law” and was dan- 
gerous to the already fragile security situation in the 
Middle East. 


OAU’s Salim Interviewed on Liberian Crisis 


EA0508151590 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1715 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[Interview with OAU Secretary General Salim Ahmed 
Salim by David Wakati, director of Radio Tanzania, in 
Dar es Salaam on 2 August—recorded] 


[Text] [Wakati] The day before yesterday, | met Com- 
rade Salim Ahmed Salim, the O* U secretary general. He 
will now have arrived in The Gambia following an 
invitation extended to Lim by West African countries 
neighboring Liberia to see what can be done for the 
restoration of peace in that coun’ y. My question to 
Comrade Salim Ahmed Salim was what the OAU and 
the United Nations have done so far, and what is the 
OAU secretary general's opinion concerning the whole 
issue of Liberia. 


[Salim] The Liberian issue is a saddening one which 
troubles the Liberian people and the West African coun- 
tries, as well as the whole continent, and in a way it brings 
shame on us. {t is shameful because the killings taking 
place there have no justification. There is a political 
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problem, but there are no justifiable reasons for hundreds 
of citizens to be killed. For instance, the recent killings 
when some soldiers burst into a church and slaughtered 
people like chickens: men. women, children who were 
asleep. These killings occur due to endless confrontations 
between government troops and the rebels. 


This is a very saddening thing and the basic thing at 
present is to do whatever is possible to alleviate the 
problem, mitigate the situation, and stop the war. The 
OAU has exerted efforts in this respect but, as you know, 
there are various groupings in Africa, there are the 
Economic Community of West African States 
[ECOWAS] countries which, from the start of this 
problem, have tried to mediate through their chairman, 
who 1s the Gambian president, Jawara, supported by his 
colleagues, the leaders of the West African countries. 


Unfortunately, their efforts have borne no fruit up to 
now. They were not successful because in Liberia 
everyone believes that they can solve this problem mili- 
tarily, especially the rebel leaders opposing President 
Doe. They believe that if not today then tomorrow and if 
not tomorrow then the day afier they will succeed in 
solving this problem militarily. The result of this belief ts 
more loss of life. There is something else which has 
emerged: the leaders opposing Doe are having problems 
among themselves. There 1s a group led by Mr. Taylor 
and there is a group led by Mr. Prince Johnson. 


What we want is to make sure that the fighting ends, so 
that at least the common citizens do not continue to 
suffer. The are many suffering inside Liberia because 
many people are dying and the suffering is also being 
experienced by the neighboring countries. For instance, 
at pres nt there are more than 180,000 refugees in 
Guinea, more than 40,000 refugees in Sierra Leone and 
60,000 in Ivory Coast. All these people are in very 
critical condition. Furthermore, there are refugees inside 
the country. Thousands of people have been forced to 
flee their villages for their dear lives. For instance, inside 
the Guinean Embassy in Monrovia there are more than 
2,500 Guinean refugees living inside the ambassador's 
residence. Can you imagine how these people live in 
terms of food and health? 


Therefore, President Jawara has called for a meeting of a 
special committee which was formed in order to find a 
solution to this problem. The session will be held on 6 
August, that 1s Monday, and 1 was invited to attend the 
session in my capacity as the OAU secretary general. It 1s 
my hope that this will give us an opportunity to discuss 
this matter thoroughly and see what can de done to solve 
this problem. | say there 1s a political solution and a 
humanitarian one. The basic thing now 1s the humar.- 
tarian solution: to end this war so that Liberians can be 
spared this catastrophe. 


The OAU—perhaps your listeners do not know—but the 
fact is that we have tried. Three months ago, iminediately 
after this conflict broke out, in fact, four months ago, I sent 
my special envoy to Liberia, Guinea, and Ivory Coast for 
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two reasons. First was to see what the OAU could do to help 
find a solution. Second was to see what kind of assistance we 
could provide to the citizens so as to reduce their danger. He 
came back and presented a report saying that, unfortunately 
as I have said, everyone believed that they could solve this 
problem militarily. At that time President Doe believed that 
the matier was trivial. The rebels had only just started at 
that time. 


One month ago, in June, I sent another envoy, Ambas- 
sador Haddad from Egypt with other secretariat per- 
sonnel to go to Liberia. At that time the international 
airport was closed. Nevertheless, we sent these people to 
talk with leaders. They went to Guinea and Ivory Coast 
and came back and handed me their report. My respon- 
sibility and that of the OAU is to help West African 
leaders’ efforts. We did so. Now we have to examine, 
after all those futile efforts, what else can be done and 
this | can say we will only know in the (?next steps). 


|Wakati] So the Gambian meeting will include the two 
warring factions in Liberia? Say, the representatives of 
the Doe government and the opposition, or.... 


{Salim interrupting] The Liberian meeting will be first to 
make an assessment, because through the ECOWAS 
leaders, through their ministers, they were holding meet- 
ings in the Sierra Leone capital, freetown, with all parties 
concerned: Doe's government and the opposition. But 
they found no solution. Now, this meeting is of leaders 
anc | think there we can assess what could be done to 
propel efforts towards a solution.” 


it 1s possible that the leaders of the government side and 
the opposition could be present in Banjul. However, | 
hope my presence in Banjul will give me an opportunity 
to make a close assessment by cooperating with the 
leaders concerned. I stress this question of cooperating 
with the leaders, because these are the countries bor- 
dering Liberia: Guinea, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone. These 
are Liberia's neighbors and you cannot find a solution to 
this problem unless you obtain the cooperation and 
support of the leaders of this area. 


{Wakati] Mr. Secretary General, perhaps it may be 
thought that all these problems could never have 
occurred or come to the present stage had it not been for 
the OAU clause, if | am not mistaken, in its charter 
which provides for noninterference by a member 
country in the internal affairs of another country in 
which there happens to occur conflict or opposition to 
the government, etc. So perhaps this is a reason why 
these events took place in the first place? Why should 
there not be some arrangement, for example, for the 
OAU to have a peace-keeping force, such as the UN has, 
to be dispaiched to another country? Or for the OAU 
and the UN to have the capacity of sending such a force 
to prevent such incidents from happening” 


[Salim] First, | do not think the constitution 1s the 
problem. It is true that the OAL charter speaks of 
noninterference in the internal affairs of another 
country. I think this was a wise thing. Its goal 1s to ensure 
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that a big country does not maltreat a smail one, to 
ensure that a country does not give itself a mandate to 
interfere in another country’s affairs. I think it 1s because 
of this charter that there 1s tranquillity in the relations 
between African countries. 


But | think it 1s a misinterpretation of the charter if you 
make of this a logic to let any African country do 
whatever ut likes. We, as Africans, could not stand up 
and have a voice if we condoned the killings occurring in 
our countries. If we overlooked the oppression and 
sufferings of our people, then when oppression happened 
outside Africa we would be crying wolf. When oppres- 
sion happens in South Africa we cry out loud. But for an 
African government to have the nght to kill its citizens 
or let its citizens be killed, I believe there 1s no clause in 
the charter that allows this. 


To tell the truth, the charter was created to preserve the 
humanity, dignity, and the nghts of the African. You 
cannot use a clause of the charter to oppress the African 
and say th’: you are implementing the OAU charter. 
What has happened 1s that people have interpreted the 
charter as if to mean tat what happens in the next house 
is not one’s concern. This does not accord with the 
reality of the world. Even a cook in a neighboring 
house—Comrade David Wakati, suppose you are my 
neighbor, and an affliction happens to occur to you. and 
I say that what happens to you is none of my concern. 


1 should say that in the recent OAL conference, as 
secretary general, I made it clear in my statement to the 
leaders that Africa should prepare to solve its own 
problems. If we Africans are not prepared to solve our 
own problems, we can never be accorded respect and a 
voice in the international arena. So let the Liberian 
problem, or the Ethiopian, or the Sudanese problem, or 
the Somali problem, or the Libyan-Chadian problem, the 
Mauritania-Senegal problem—let all these be matters of 
concern to the Africans in the first place. Some problems 
can be solved by ourselves, with some we need the UN's 
cooperation, and with some we need cooperation with 
the big ones, because the African problems are not solely 
African; they have international implications. 


However, as Africans, we have to solve these problems. 
And I am thankful that in the recent OAU conference, 
which | believe was a historic one in a way, of all the 
leaders who attended the conference, not a single one 
contested this logic: that Africa should now take 2 ok at 
itself and solve these problems. 


So actually, the charter is not the problem. The problem 
is the individual interpretation. Furthermore, the charter 
speaks of interference in internal affairs by African 
countries, not by the OAU. Ail the steps taken by the 
YAU stem from the collective decisions of African 
leaders. So we cannot interfere. You cannot say that we 
interfere in Liberian affairs, or Somali or Ethiopian 
affairs, because this 1s a result of a collective decision to 
try to solve those problems. And the goal ts not to cause 
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chaos; the goal is to prevent chaos. The goal is to help the 
countries concerned to achieve development. 


We have oroblems. I think you raised a question such as 
the OAU having a common army. I think the basic issue ts 
that first we make a decision, which I think ts on its way to 
being accepted: That if something happens in an African 
country, especially if it is a tragedy, we must cooperate to 
solve it and mus’ establish a body or a means to do so. I 
think that in tne future, the African countries should 
examine this issue of security cooperation. 


Why? Take, for instance, what had happened in the 
Comoros. Some 12 or 20 mercenaries who installed 
themselves there and harassed the citizens and made 
themselves the rulers—is it possible that the whole of 
Africa could be shaken into action by 20 mercenaries? 
Imposible. The reason 1s that we had no arrangement to 
prepare ourselves for such a situation. I touched on that 
issue IN my statement to the leaders, and | think that if 
we could make an arrangement for comprehensive coop- 
eration and understanding so that when a similar thing 
occurs the leaders assume a joint reaction, we could solve 
any problem. 


The UN has no armies. There :s nothing called a UN 
army. What exists 1s that some of the UN member states 
are asked to participate when an emergency occurs, and 
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those countries lend a hand. And I think that in the 
future, it is possible, in my opinion, that we can have an 
army in every African country. For instance within the 
Tanzanian army, or the Kenyan or the Ugandan army, 
we can locate a special brigade or division which would 
be trained in ways they can help when help is needed. We 
should seriously examine this. 


At the moment, Comrade Wakati, | will say that Africa, if 
we do not want to be left even further behind, if we want 
to have a voice in the international arena, we have no 
choice but to cooperate. All of us. For now, Western 
Europe speaks of being like one coun'ry—come 1993 [as 
heard], they will have a common currency, a collective way 
of (?thinking), etc. The United States and the USSR are 
cooperating now. The United States cooperates with 
Canada on economic issues. Now, we Africans—the mean- 
ingful and basic body for our unity that we possess is the 
OAU. We should solidify this organ and use it to bring 
about changes inside Africa, as well as using it as a voice 
speaking on behalf of Africans in the international arena. 


[Wakati] That was the OAU’s secretary general, Comrade 
Salim Ahmed Salim (?who spoke to) me recently in Dar es 
Salaam prior to his departure to The Gambia, where the 
OAU and the countries neighboring Liberia are trying to 
find an immediate solution to the Liberian problem. 
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Chad 


Libyan-Sudanese Aggression Said ‘Imminent 
AB0308111190 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
2130 GMT 2 Aug 90 


{Text} Libya and Sudan are preparing to wage a ‘otal and 
+ oody war against the Republic of Chad. according to a 
governime.)t communique published 48 hours ago by the 
government spokesman, Adiim Moussa Seif, minister of 
information and civic one ntation. This communique was 
issued after the extraordin,\ry cabinet meeting extended to 
include members of the Executive Committee of the 
National Union for Independence and Revolution [UL NIR] 
which the head of state chaired on 3! July. 


Chad, our country, 1s about to undergo another war situa- 
tion. The entire nation must mobilize and be vigilant in 
order to cope with this new challenge that Libya and its 
accomplice, Sudan, want to impose on our country. At the 
national level. specifically in the capital. politicians are 
organizing many rallies to explain tie real reasons for the 
resurgence of war between our country and the Libyan- 
Sudanes* coalition. This morning the commissioner for 
political training and ideology. Togou Djime. continued his 
meetings with the various units of the UNIR. 


During this information and sensitizauion meeting. 
Commissioner Togou Dyime gave detailed information 
on the seriousness of the Sudanese-Libyan threat to the 
organs affiliated to the UNIR. To counter this threat, 
this morning's meeting centered on the program of 
sensitization which the commission for political training 
and ideology and the UNIR regional commissioner for 
Ndjamena will soon implement. 


This morning Mr. Adoum Moussa Seif chaired a meeting 
with personnel from the Ministry of Information at the 
national television house. Journalists, technicians. 
administrators, secretaries, and messengers from the 
ministry met with their minister who briefed them on 
the new war situation that Chad 1s about to experience. 
The minister strssed that the Ministry of Information. as 
the real conveyor belt between the summit and the grass 
roots, sheuld play an important role in mobilizing the 
people for the rational and effective use of the national 
media in order to face the new situation concerning 
relations between Chad, Libya, and Sudan. Adoum 
Moussa Seif said that Information Ministry personnel 
should make their pens, microphones, and cameras as 
effective as the weapons that the freedom fighters use. 


Mr. Ahmed Korom, minister delegate at the presidency 
in charge of general inspectorate and state control, held a 
meeting with his entire department to give them a 
detailed briefing on the ongoing preparations for aggres- 
sion and on al-Qadhdhafi's secret desire to annex our 
country. Minister Ahmed Korom asked his staff to 
mobilize and face the Libyan challenge. This mobiliza- 
tion should be translated into vigilance and devotion to 
work. In reply to this briefing, the director general of the 
min stry on behalf of the staff assured the minister of the 
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staff's determination to support the Chadian National 
Armed Forces [FANT] and their constant readiness to 
respond to the call of the fatherland. 


At Independence Square in Moundou this morning, 
many UNIR militants showed up to demonstrate their 
support for President El Haj Hissein Habre and the 
FANT following the broadcast of the recent cabinet 
communique, which announced the imminent war situ- 
ation which Libya, with the connivance of Sudan, is 
imposing on us. According to our correspondent in 
Moundou, UNIR militants in the town are determined 
to give their support to the government and to the FANT 
to finally eliminate any external Libyan threat. UNIR 
militants of Moyen-Chari, led by the UNIR secretary 
general of the regional committee of the party in that 
region, addressed a message of support to comrade 
president and the valliant FANT committed to 
defending the territorial integrity of our country. Mili- 
tants cf Moyen-Chari reaffirm their unflinching support 
to the FANT and encourage them to persevere in their 
patriotic task of national defense. They expressed their 
readiness to contribute any time to enable the govern- 
ment to face the challenges of the moment. 


Obviously the current situation demands thai everyone 
be ready to mobilize in order to face the challenge 
thrown at us by Libya from Sudan. 


Commentary on Libyan Official, Joint Session 


ABO408215590 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Chad is a sister country, the Libyan external 
relations minister has just stated. Indeed, Chad has 
never sought anything but to behave in a sisterly way 
with all its neighbors, particularly the one in the north. 
But sisterliness does not thrive on fighting, fire, blood, 
and tears, namely, on ("hostility). Actually, Chad will 
receive you or a delegation that you mandate to attend 
the Libya-Chad joint commission session slated for 11 
August 1990, which is Chad's inde endence anniversary 
day. an independence of which it is very jealous and that 
was achieved over a territory recognized worldwide, 
namely over 1,284,000 square kilometers. The most 
beautiful anniversary present to offer on this occasion 
would be to make a final resolution, prompted by 
fraternal considerations, to end any attacks against Chad 
as well as to recognize and respect all its achievements as 
a sovereign country. Should this fail, what is therefore 
the real use of considering one another brothers if it 1s 
(?to live inimically)? This question is also put to Sudan, 
another sister but hostile country abetting Libya in war 
preparaticns on its territory against Chad. 
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Gabon 


Legislative Elections Set for 9, 23 September 
ABO408115799 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1230 GMT 2 Aug 90 


[Text] Gabonese will be going to the pol's on 9 and 23 
September this year. As you may have undoubtedly guessed. 
these dates are those fixed for the first mul ipart, elections 
in 26 years. They were fixed yesterday at a cabinet meeting 
in Libreville, along with the dates for campaigning. 8 
August-8 September. Other important decisions relevant to 
these elections were alss taken at this cabinet meeting. 
Jean-Claude Mendome has the details: 


[Mendoine] Yesterday's cabinet meeting met all expecta- 
tions in the sense that it published the various texts which 
will reinforce the framework of democracy in Gabon and 
provide ut with the means to evolve greater effectiveness 

For the basics, we know that the 120-member Gabonese 
Parliament will be elected by direct universal suffrage and 
according to a two-round, one man one vote principle. The 
election campaign period was fixed to run from 8 August 
to 8 September—that is for one month—with 24 August at 
midnight as the deadline for candidates to file. According 
to the new electoral code, also adopted at this cabinet 
meeting, only political organizations which attended the 
national conference will be entitled to present candidates 

Nonetheless, the Gabonese Government, which wants to 
confirm the country’s democratic openness, will allow 


independent candidates, subject to paying a deposit of 


350,000 CFA francs. Under the new electoral code. 
holding a salaried post and being a member of parliament 
is incompatible, as is being gainfully employed by a 
foreign country or an international organization and 
hecoming a member of perliament. All in all, cabinet 
adopted four bills and three draft decrees whose main 
characteristic is that they are geared toward strengthening 
the new democratic system in Gabon. What people now 
look forward to most eagerly is the election campaign 
during which, for one month, the entire Gabonese terri- 
tory will be transformed into a vast political stage on 
which the various groupings in the race will act their parts 
within the context of the multiparty legislative elections 
scheduled to be held on 9 and 23 September this year. 
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There have already been reactions from the opposition 
to the announcement of dates for the legislative elections 
in Gabon. We recorded two such reactions this morn- 
ing—one from Mba-Abessole’s Morena-Bucherons 
{National Recovery Movement-Lumberjacks] and the 
other from Agondjou Okaoue's Gabonese Progress Party 
[PGP]. We bring you the first reaction. that of Pierre 
Andre Kombilan, first secretary of Morena-Bucherons: 


{[Komilan] /t is a reasonable date. After the national 
conference, we had already agreed jointly on 2 September, 
more especially in view of the fact that it was not possible 
to advance that date more, since the mandate of the 
present parliament—already extended by six months— 
expires on 2 September. Thus, our party has, since the 
national conference, been preparing for 2 September. The 
8 September date being proposed now suits us perfectly. 
We think ut is a reasonable date. The second factor is that. 
considering the school reopening, ut would have been 
inconvenient to postpone the elections to a later date. and 
this strengthens our agreement on the suitability of 8 
September for the first round of the legislative elections 


Here now is the second reaction, that of Marc 
Nanguema, first vice chairman of the PGP: 


{[Nanguema] / would have wished, as was requested by a 
number of [word indistinct] parties—in other words the 
CGP expansion unknown] like Morena—that these elec- 
tions he heid at the end of the year to afford us the 
necessary time to prepare fully for the elections. Indeed. 
the electoral code came out the day before vesterday; we 
had not even studied ut in advance. There are some 
rewistrations in the voters register. which caused 2 few 
problems because there had been a lot of confusion, there 
was a lack of information and, naturally, the people i 
not...jchanges thought] on the whole, we have to once 
more brief the people, so to speak, on the new political 
realities. We thought we needed all this ume—including. 
of course, the basic preparation required within the par- 
ties. Now, the election campaign has been scheduled to 
take off 8 August; | think we are going to tackle ut without 
any problem, without fear, and we will do what we have to 
do legally and peacefully 


Djibouti 


Iraqi Minister Arrives To Explain Attack 
EAOS03195890 Djibouti Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 5 Aug 90 


{Excerpts} Samir Muhammad “Abd-al-Wahhab, the Iraqi 
interior minister, arrived in Djibouti this afternoon. 


[passage omitted] 


The Iraqi minister, who had flown from Khartoum in 
Sudan, will explain to the Dyibouti Government the 
position of the Government of Iraq and its military 
attack on Kuwait. For that reason, Samir Muhammad 
‘Abd-al-Wahhab was received by the prime minister and 
acting chairman of the Council of Ministers, Mr. Barkat 
Gurad Hamadu. 


Ethiopia 


Oromo Front Reports 2 Cubans Released in Sudan 


EA0308 205990 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 1700 GMT 2 Aug 90 


{Commentary: “All Cubans under the Oromo Liberation 
Front Have Been Released™] 


{Excerpts} It will be recalled that during the Oromo 
Liberation Army [OLA] offensive against the Ethiopian 
colonial forces in liberated Asosa Administrative Area in 
the current year, among the foreign forces in Asosa 
helping the Ethiopian Government were six Cubans. 
They were captured and taken to a safe place by the OLA 
and the news was released without delay. During the 
fighting by the OLA to control Asosa town, the Amhara 
government officials fled by air and road, exposing their 
guests to the war. [passage omitted] 


The remaining two Cubans were released on 2 August 
1$90 in Kha. coum with the mediation of the sudanese 
And Pales’.nian Governments, in the presence of a 
Cuban Government delegation, ambassadors, represen- 
tatives from various bodies and reporters. In a speech 
during the ceremony of their release, the OLA foreign 
relations representative recalled that | 1 Cubans who had 
been captured by the OLA while fighting alongside the 
Ethiopian Government in eastern Oromia against the 
OLA had already been handed back to the Cuban 
Government with a condemnation of its acts and with a 
warning that it should refrain from such acts. 


While praising all governments which helped in the 
release of the Cubans, especially the Sudanese Govern- 
ment for allowing the Cubans, who were in the control of 
the OLA, to pass through Sudan, the OLA representative 
stressed that the OLA will, for its own part, do its utmost 
to prevent any harm being done to civilians and foreign 
citizens working with the Dergue government. However, 
he revealed that there would be a disaster if a worse 
situation arose out of OLA control and [word indistinct]. 
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Moreover, he expressed confidence that governments 
and international communities have better understood 
the just struggle of the Oromo people for freedom. 
cemocracy, and peace. Those who were im) dived in the 
reiease of the Cubans were: the Governmeats of Sudan. 
Yemen, United States, Palestine and Egypt. while the 
Red Cross also acted, among other ("humanitarian) 
organizations. 


The released Cuban captives praised the OLA for the 
good treatment and the safety [words indistinct} under 
OLA control. They also recalled that the Dergue govern- 
ment had exposed them to the war and then fled and 
abandoned them. They described the Dergue as an 
irresponsible government for bombing their area too 


‘Heavy Losses’ Inflicted at Kobere 


E.10408 193390 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 1700 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Excerpt] While the Dergue bandits have continued their 
looting of the property of innocent Oromo civilians, the 
heroic Oromo Liberation Army [OLA], which ts fighting 
in Begi Province, has terrified the enemy forces by 
infiltrating the bases of enemy-controlled towns. 


In this respect, the OLA special force on 30 July 1990 at 
0230 infiltrated the town of Kobere which has heavily 
guarded by a huge enemy force. In its swift action, the 
OLA special force infiltrated heavy losses on the enemy 
and returned to its base safefly after killing a (°com- 
manding) military officer. 


The enemy forces stationed in the town of Kobere, 
frightened by the OLA action, fired among themselves 
and in the surrounding area during the whole night. 
[passage omitted] 


EPLF Executes Government Official in Asmera 


EA0408 184490 (Clandesi, ne) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Arabic 0530 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[Text] A unit of EPLF [Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front] combatants has infiltrated the occupied capital, 
Asmera, and implemented the death sentence on one of 
the criminal traitors. The implementation of the sen- 
tence was carried out at 1900 on 24 July at Idaga Hamus 
on the traitor called Haile Gortom. who occupied the 
post of official in the Ethiopian Dergue party in the 
(Logo) area and was a member of the enemy's intelli- 
gence organ. He had for a long time been committing 
crimes against the people and the revolution, refusing to 
obey the warnings given to him. 


After implementing the execution operation in Asmera, 
our combatants returned safely to their bases. 
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Condemns Church Support to Dergue 
EAOS08 183790 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Arabic 0530 GMT 5 Aug 9 


[Text] The inhabitants of the suburbs of [name indistinct] in 
Seraye Province [in Eritrea, south of Asmera] have con- 
demned the stance of some leaders of the Ethiopian 
Orthodox Church in giving moral and materia! support to 
the Dergue regime. This emerged from a meeting which was 
convened bv the inhabitants the day before yesterday in 
which they ceclared that provision of support to the Dergue 
regime al this stage amounted to supporting the extermina- 
thon war waged by the Dergue against the Eritrean people. 
The inhabitants expressed their resistance against and rejec- 
ton of the stance of the leaders of the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church and asserted their readiness to comply with requests 
al this stage in order to realize the Eritrean people's right to 
self-determination. 


Kenya 


President Moi Says Relations With U.S. ‘Normal’ 
£40408 175890 Nairoli Domestic Service in Enelish 
1115 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[Excerpts] His excellency President Daniel arap Moi 
today said the relations between Kenya and the USA 
were normal and would continue that way for the benefit 
of the peoples of the two fnendly countries. President 
Moi said that the efforts by some people to drive a wedge 
between the cordial relations of Kenya and the U.S. had 
failed. President Moi was addressing the nation from his 
home in Kabarak, where he received a goodwill delega- 
tion from Kisumu, Siaya, and South Nyanza districts. 


The president reiterated that power stems from the 
people and called on Jeaders to shun al! matters that 
could divide wananchi [citizens]. He said that leaders 
should always lead wananchi in matters tha: will gear 
towards their development and improvement of their 
quality of life. [passage omitted] 


Reiterating the need for stability in the country, Presi- 
dent Moi said he would continue safeguarding the lives 
of Kenyans and wouid never compromise state security 
or the welfare of wananchi. The delegation was led by the 
Nyanza provincial commussioner, Mr. ‘ulius Kobia. 


[passage omitted] 
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Somalia 


Cabinet Approves Bill on Multiparty System 
£40308210690 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somal: 
1700 GMT 2 Aug 90 


[Excerpt] The Somali Democratic Republic [SDR] counci! 
of minosters at its weekly meeting today unanimously 
approved the bill legalizing the multiparty system in the 
SDR. The approval at the meeting. chaired by Comrade 
Mohamed Al: Samantar, the prime minister, followed 
profound study and debate by members of the cabinet and 
clarifications made by the committee responsible for orga- 
nizing the woik on the multiparty bill. The cabinet sifted 
and analyzed the articles of the law. 


The law legalizing the multiparty system contains 31 
articles in three chapters. The first chapter concerns 
methods of forming parties, their roles, their mght freely 
to campaign as legal parties among the peopic. and 
exceptions and court procedures for parties in the event 
of prob!-ms. Chapter two concerns penalties and viola- 
tions. Chapter three concerns transition and winding-up 
procedures. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


Finance Minister: Inflation Down to 28.7 Percent 


EA0408 122990 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 2 Aug 90 


[Excerpt] The minister of finance, Dr. Crispus Kiyonga. 
has said that Uganda's economy has started making a 
rapid progress because of improved economic manage- 
ment and increased supply of goods and services. Dr 
Kiyonga, who was opening the fifth branch of the Bank 
of Baroda in Uganda at (Tudium) house in Kampala, 
said the rate of inflation has gone down from 400 percent 
to 28.7 percent in March this year. He said this ts a living 
evidence of the recovering economy. The government 
anticipates to reduce the inflation to 15 percent by the 
end of this financial year, but Dr. Kiyonga disclosed that 
there are signs that inflation may actually (°drop) lower 
than that. The minister further disclosed that for the first 
tume after many years, interest rates are now positive, 
which is a sign of confidence in the economic future of 
Uganda. [passage omitted] 
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Government-ANC Talks Underway in Pretori« 


M 80608084890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0802 GMT 6 Aug 90 


[Text] Pretoria August 6 SAPA—The second round of 
preliminary talks between the government and the ANC 
{African National Congress] began in Pretoria on 
Monday [6 Aug]. 


The ANC delegation arrived in convoy at the presidency 
on Monday and were waved through after a five-minute 
delay while police checked their identities. SACP [South 
Afncan Communist Party] General Secretary Joe Slovo 
arrived at the head of the convoy in a white BMW, 
followed by ANC Deputy President Nelson Mandela in 
his red Mercedes. The rest of the ANC team arrived in 
three Toyota Corollas and a komb:i [minibus]. 


Government officials have made arrangements at the 
Union Buildings for a news conference after the talks. 


A government source said the government was optimistic 
about the outcome of the meeting. but expected the ANC 
to clearly commit itself to peaceful methods. He said while 
State President F. W. de Klerk had gone further in his 
reform moves than most people expected, certain ANC 
figures still used damaging rhetoric out of line with the 
provisions and spirit of the Groote Schuur Minute. 


He confirmed the two teams would return to the matters 
outlined in the Groote Schuur Minute, namely: 

—the definition of political offences in order to grant 
amnesty to ANC members, and matters related thereto, 
such as the repatriation of exiles and the release of prisoners, 
—a review of security legislation, 

—the lifting of the state of emergency in Natal; and 
—the establishment of efficient channels of communica- 
tion between the government and the ANC. 


He said the government was keen to remove obstacles to 
talks, so the parties could start discussing the structure of 
future negotiations. “Time is of the essence. We would 
like to start as soon as possible.” 


Government Condemns Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait 


MB0308 162890 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Excerpts] American intelligence sources report that 
Iraq's 40,000-strong invasion force in Kuwait is being 
reinforced. [passage omitted] 


France has sent a second warship to the Persian Gulf to 
join a seven-ship American task force as worldwide con- 
demnation of the invasion intensifies. [passage omitted] 


South Africa's foreign minister, Mr. Pik Botha. has also 
condemned the invasion, calling on Iraq to withdraw its 
troops from Kuwait immediately. [passage omitted] 
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Viok Reportedly Denies Mandela Jail Visit 
MB0308 154990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1459 GMT 3 Aug 9 


[Text] London Aug 3 SAPA—A request by Nelson Mandela 
to visit his detained collegue, Sayandranath “Mac™ Maha- 
raj, was reyected on Thursday [2 August] by Law and Order 
Minister Adriaan Viok, the British Anti-apartheid Move- 
ment [AAM]} said in London on Friday. 


The AAM's president, Archbishop Trevor Huddlestonce, 
was protesting again, in writing, to Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, expressing his concern at the failure of 
the British Government to intervene with the South 
African authorities to secure the release of Mr. Maharaj, 
a senior SA [South African] Communist Party member 
and African Naticnal Congress [ANC] executive 
member, and other detainees. 


The AAM said in a statement in London that Mr. Viok's 
refusal to allow Mr. Mandela, the ANC’s deputy presi- 
dent, to see Mr. Maharaj had stated that investigations 
require “in-depth scientific analysis which 1s very time- 
consuming.” 


The AAM said “this is causing concern that the South 
African regime is inten ag to hold Mr. Maharaj for a 
considerable length of time.” 


According to the AAM, the Law and Order Ministry 
letter also stated that Mr. Maharaj had indicated he did 
not wish his wife, Zarina and two children, to return to 
South Africa while he was in detenticn. 


Mrs. Maharaj took part in an AAM picket outside the 
South African Embassy in London last Friday, the day 
she had intended returning to South Africa. 


Archbishop Huddlestone’s letter to Mr. Hurd was 
accompanied by details of 88 aamed detainees, in addi- 
tion to Mr. Maharaj, who were being held under Section 
29 of the Internal Security Act. 


The AAM also alleged a detainee, Japie Andries 
Matabogo, died in police custody on Monday July 23. 
“The AAM has also received reports expressing concern 
at the health of prominent detainee and former ANC 
political prisoner Billy Na:r, who suffers from severe 


circulatory problems.” 


Government Funds for Black Housing Subsidy 


MB0308 151390 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Text] The government is to pump an exira 20 million rand 
into the subsidy scheme for black first-trme home owners. 


There was sharp criticism of the authorities recently 
when they announced moncy for the scheme for blacks 
had run out. They limited the benefit to households 
earning less than 2,000 rand a month. 
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The National Association of tiome Buyers says Planning 
and Provincial Affairs Minister Hernus Kriel has 
pledged to allocate the 20 million rand to handle appli- 
cations already in th. pipeline. The scheme will not be 
available to households earning less than 3,500 rand a 
month, which is equivalent to the scheme for whites. 


ANC Radio Says Infiltration To Continue 


EA0408095590 Dar es Salaam Radio Freedom 
in English to South Africa 0415 GMT 2 Aug 90 


[Text] Whilst the ANC [African National Congress] 
remains committed to the peaceful negotiated settle- 
ment, it has never officially stated that it is to renounce 
armed struggle. Our position to armed struggle and 
infiltration of combatants of our people’s army, Umkh- 
onto we Sizwe, remains the same. We told the world that 
negotiated settlement is counted among some of our 
tactics that will ensure the achievement of our objec- 
tives. Negotiation does not imply abandonment of other 
tactics of struggle. 


The suspension of hostility cannot rest (?solely) on the 
shoulders of the ANC, but it must be a shared responsi- 
bility of the Nationalist Party [NP] and our movement. 
This is in line with the Groote Schuur Minute. Since the 
Groote Schuur Minute, several scores of our people have 
been killed by the agents of state security. The ultrari- 
ghtwing like AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] 
and other fascist organizations have declared a total 
onslaught against the ANC and other democrat:c forces 
of our country. They even threaten the lives of the ANC 
leadership, especially the life of the deputy president of 
our movement, Comrade Nelson Mandela. The regime 
has been reluctant in taking diastic steps against this 
type of [word indistinct]. 


The situation in Natal remains (?critical). Gatsha 
Buthelezi and his tribal [word indistinct] continue their 
total onslaught against forces (20pposed). Thousands of 
our people are homeless, and many more are turned into 
orphans, widows, and widowers. The complicity of the 
regime in the creation of monsters like AWB and the 
situation in Natal is provable beyond any shadow of a 
doubt. 


The promotion of Gatsha Buthelezi by the Western 
media and the regime was aimed at creating opposition 
force to the ANC. The regime saw the ANC as enemy 
No. |. But the ANC categorically rejects the regime’s 
maneuver of making the situation in Natal exclusively 
the task of our movement. We are aware today that the 
killings in the war-torn zone of Natal have reached an 
unprecedented height. This is a clear indication that 
Gatsha wants to secure a position in the negotiation 
table. But he failed to understand that those who are 
going to discuss the future of nonraciai constitution must 
get the mandate from the people on the ground. If he 
thought that this was the NP’s exclusive monopoly, he 
will be disappointed. Therefore the task of quelling the 
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Situation in Natal rests on the shoulders of the South 
African Government with its well-armed and profes- 
sional army. 


Earlier last week 35 combatants of our people’s army 
were arrested inside the country. This was followed by a 
meeting organized by the minister of foreign affairs, Pik 
Botha, addressing the foreign diplomats. This meeting 
was ainied at confusing those who are not conversant 
with the situation on the ground, and to blow the whole 
incident out of proportion. The ANC has never said it 
will stop infiltrating its guerrillas. What we have reiter- 
ated is the precondition for the conducive climate tor the 
negotiations. Up to thousands [as heard] of political 
prisoners are still held in the racist (?custody). The 
Internal Security Act is still in operation. Logically, the 
scrapping of the Internal Security Act implies that the 
general amnesty of the exiles and their return will be 
covered to a certain extent. 


The arrest of Mac Maharaj, a member of the ANC 
National Executive Committee and a member of tie 
Communist Party, should be understood in a proper 
[word indistinct]. Compatriots, we must underline that 
these arrests coincide with the week on which the 40-year 
banned Communist Party of our country was today 
officially launched. By the way, Comrade Mac was the 
organizer of the official launch of the party. The regime 
claims that his arrest was in relation to the 35 combat- 
ants of our people’s army, Umkhonto we Sizwe. As we 
are talking now, two members of the National Executive 
Committee of the ANC and the Communist Party were 
forced to go underground because the regime wants to 
[words indistinct]. This incident shows that the regime’s 
anticommunist attitude has not changed. 


The persecution of the communists is totally unacceptable 
to the democratic forces. The anticommunist hysteria that 
the regime has created should be understood in view of the 
wedge that the regime is trying to make between the ANC 
and the South African Communist Party. The regime is 
trying so hard to sow a seed of discontent between the party 
and our movement. The regime wants to give an impression 
that the ANC and the party are not anonymous [as heard] on 
the question of negotiated settlement. The regime wants us 
to question the commitment of the party on the people’s 
[words indistinct}. We are confident that the regime's futile 
exercise is going to fail. We have shared the hazard of racial 
discrimination with the party for more than six decades. We 
have shared the hazard of exile accompanied by [word 
indistinct] in the same trench [w>rd indistinct] and every 
front. Therefore their commitment to the creation of dem- 
ocratic South Africa is unquestionable. 


Recently, the regime alleged that it captured insurrection 
documents from the 35 arrested combatants of our 
movement and it accusec the party for this. This is a 
fabricated stor, that the regime wants to use in order to 
persecute the communists. The regime went further to 
call for the exclusion of Comrade Joe Slovo, a member of 
the National Executive of the ANC and the general 
secretary of the party, on the aext coming talks. The 
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regime h- . no right to tell us who is supposed to be on 
our deleg2tion. Let’s have an interlude of music. [music] 


On the question of negotiation, we need to be very much 
pragmatic. We have never said that the path before us 
has no [word indistinct]. Historical evidence has shown 
us that negotiations sometimes fail and our situation is 
not different. We will continue infiltrating our personnel 
until a joint responsibility between us and the regime is 
in line with the Groote Schuur minute. Lear compa- 
triots, let us support our Communist Party and ensure 
that our united mass action against the onslaught of the 
racists [words i.distinct]. 


Armscor Weapons Reportedly Supplied to Iraq 


MB0308201390 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 3-5 Aug 90 p 1 


{By Mark Gevisser] 


[Text] The Iraqi Army almost certainly used South 
African weapons in its invasion of Kuwait yesterday. 


Many Iraqi artillery gunners—central to yesterday's mil- 
itary action—have been trained by South African experts 
who would also have supplied maintenance, spare parts 
and ammunition. 


According to military experts based here and in the 
Middle East. the South African arms producer Armscor 
[Armaments Corporation of South Africa] sold enough 
heavy artillery to Saddam Hussein’s army in the 1980s to 
balance South Africa’s budget. 


Local press reports have made the same claim, and have 
suggested that the weapons were exchanged for oil from 
Iraq. 


Most of the exchanges involved South Africa’s GS, said 
to be the world’s most advanced hea\ y artillery system, 
with a firing range of 42 km and a highly sophisticated 
fire control computer tracking device. 


Press reports from the mid-eighties allege a direct 
exchange of at least 100 GSs for $1-billion worth of oil. 
The London-based AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL news- 
letter has reported that “hundreds of the G5 version 
have been sold to both Iran and Iraq.” 


Military experts claim that South Africa was doing such 
a brisk Gulf War trade in GS5s, that it depleted its own 
reserve just when it needed it at the time of the Cuito 
Cuanavale battle in Southern Angola in 1987. 


Iraq now has an arsenal of 450 heavy artillery launchers, 
and Associated Press reported last week that much of 
this force had been moved to Kuwait's border. 


“It is highly likely that the GSs are in Kuwait,” says 
Helmoed Heitman, South Africa correspondent for 
JANE’S DEFENCE WEEKLY, “It’s the best gun they've 
got, and it’s failry mobile too.” 
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“We know,” says AlJ. Venter, the Africa—iddle East 
Correspondent for the INTERNATIONAL DEFENSE 
REVIEW, “that South Africa has been supplying Iraq 
with G5s since at least 1981. What came out of the 
Angola war was battle-tested, and ideally suited to the 
Gulf War, so Iraq latched onto it.” 


Venter says that “originally both sides were supplied,” 
but Iraq, the larger buyer, threatened to cancel its 
contract if South Africa kept on selling io Iran. 


The contract apparently involves a personne! exchange 
as well. “The GS is sold with a training package.”’ says 
Heitman. “This means that either the Iraqis came here 
or the South Africans went there.” 


Heitman believes that even if the Iraqis are no longer 
buying G5s, Armscor must still be involved in mainte- 
nance, spare parts and ammunition supply. He also says 
Iraq aso uses South African anti-tank mines and radio 
equipment and, he adds, “there are strong rumours that 
Iraq has also bought a consignment of Kukri air-to-air 
missiles from Armscor.”’ 


Iraq is developing its own 155mm and 210mm self- 
propelled guns and, says Heitman, “the basic vehicle for 
these is similar to the G6, which means that Armscor 
must be involved in an exchange of plans.” 


Other sources claim that South Africa has also made its 
sophisticated MRLS (Multiple Rocket Launch System) 
available to Iraq. 


An Armscor spokesman said yesterday that “we never 
comment on who we buy from or sell to. It’s up to the 
countries involved to comment.” 


Angolan, Namibian Concerns on Region Expressed 


MB0408 140790 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 4 Aug 90 p 9 


[By Dale Lautenbach in Windhoek] 


[Text] The continuing threat of southern African desta- 
bilisation by certain South African elements is under- 
mining the credibility of President F.W. de Klerk’s 
intenal reform policies, senior Namibian and Angolan 
sources have warned. 


Nan:ibian Foreign Affairs Minister [heo-Ben Gurirab 
and Angola’s ambassador to Windhoek, Alberto Bento 
Ribeiro Kabulu, joined this week in expressing their 
grave concern about a continuing South African threat to 
peace and stability in the region. 


Both governments have made it clear they support 
President de Klerk in his rforms, but their representa- 
tives mz ‘¢ it equally clear that they feel the international 
credit he is getting from the reforms may be devalued by 
the impressing tht elements in South Afria are still bent 
on destabilisation. 
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This impression has been discussed in general terms in 
government and diplomatic circles in Windhoek recently. 
But this week, it was given particular focus by the allegation 
in a Namibian newspaper that a group of about 500 well- 
armed and organised former members of Koevoet [Crow- 
bar—police counterinsurgency unit] and 10! Battalion, with 
links to UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola], were planning to overthrow the Namibian 
government and to assassinate several of its senior mem- 
bers, including President Sam Nujoma. 


The government has not confirmed the allegation but 
neither has it denied it. Information Minister Hidipo 
Hamutenya said the Cabinet was awaiting the outcome 
of police investigations before reacting. 


Mr. Ribeiro warned relations between Angola and South 
Africa were going through a frosty phase. Both he and Mr. 
Gurirab challenged Mr. de Klerk to put his house in order. 


“Much has been said about the refreshing style of the 
pronouncements of President de Klerk about a new 
South Afmca,” said Mr. Gurirab. 


He acknowledged the threat to Mr. de Klerk from the 
right wing in South Africa. He went further, though, and 
said tne South African leader also had a problem with 
destabilisation from within his country. 


“He has to contend with those who are allies of General 
(Magnus) Malan and who, under P.W. (Botha) were 
actually running South Africa: ihe military intelligence 
powerhouse, the securocrats. We know they are still very 
much a formidable force for President de Klerk. The 
evidence is that General Malan, albeit out of the lime- 
light, is still very much part of the establishment.” 


Under normal circumstances General Malan should have 
been summarily fired, said Mr. Gurirab. Mr. de Klerk had 
been unable to do this though, fearing his own survival as a 
leader. As a result, the securocrats who had been forced out 
of Namibia “along with their agents that they trained, 
financed and deployed, are brooding, licking their wounds 
and at the slightest opportunity they can start a programme 
of destabilisation against our country.” 


In the light of this, the Namibian government was taking 
the coup plot story seriously, Mr. Gurirab said. Concern 
had already been aroused by the gunfire attacks on the 
houses of a number of Cabinet Ministers last month, the 
theft of arms from a police store in Windhoek, reports of 
arms caches in the homes of leading members of oppo- 
sition political parties and continued telephone ciils to 
newspapers threatening insurrection. 


Mr. Gurirab said South Africa’s history in the region 
gave his government reason to be “nervous and to 
anticipate possible threats against our Republic.” 


Both he and Mr. Ribeiro expressed concern at the 
transfer to South Africa of 32 “Buffalo” Battalion and 
the so-called Bushman Battalions. In the Namibian and 
Angolan view, their continued deployment under arms 
and under the South African flag was not only a violation 
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of the accords which were reached for the implementa- 
tion of Resolution 435, but posed a threat to the sover- 
eignty of Namibia. 


There was disturbing evidence, said Mr. Ribeiro, from 
newspaper reports and Angolan sources of information, 
that elements of the former territorial and para-military 
forces (Koevoet) had made their way back to northern 
Namibia and UNITA-held south-eastern Angola. He 
quoted sightings of Casspi~s [armored vehicles] in the 
region and of “white men.” 


Said Mr. Gurirab: “You've got a context (the history) 
and a (present) situation in which the present preoccu- 
pation of this government is not things that we are 
imagining—there is more than smoke out there and we 
must sneak up against the possibility of our republic 
being undermined.” 


Namibia, he said, had to address the questions: “What 
does South Africa want? What do the securocrats want? 
What does President de Klerk want?” 


Mr. Gurirab said he would like to think that President de 
Klerk wanted regional and international acceptance for 
his isolated, sanctioned, pariah state. He pointed out 
that Namibia had afforded him the opportusiiy of 
breaking some of that isolation by the very significant 
top-level meetings he had in Windhoek on the occasion 
of Namibia's independence. 


“He appreacited that and they all considered it a success. 
He, unlike any other South African leader since General 
Smuts perhaps, stands to gain if what I have said about 
his wish to be accepted at home, across the board in 
South Africa and regionally, is true. 


“And he would also like to be accepted internationally as a 
legitimate leader of South Africa. Therefore | would like to 
believe that President de Klerk and those among his col- 
leagues who want that to come to pass would not like to be 
seen sponsoring at the same time elements or allowing 
elements, by looking the other way, to organise and carry 
Out ceriain activities against a country like Namibia.” 


Namibia’s independence and the credibility that South 
Africa achieved in that process had given hope to South 
Africa and the international community had indicated it 
was ready to give South Africa a chance —if it behaved. 


“We would like to think therefore that this leader of 
South Africa, unlike his predecessors, would not want to 
stir up things.” 


Mr. Ribeiro said that the political principles on which 
the 1988 New York Accord and the Brazzaville Proto- 
cols were based were quite acceptable to Angola. 


“But we see some contradictions between some acts of 
the South African Government and these principles. It is 
difficult to understand why our nationals (the Angolans 
in 32 Battalion) who participated on the South African 
side are still under South African command.” His gov- 
ernment had substantial evidence of connections 
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between UNITA, the former territorial forces and some 
“segments of South African Government which persist 
with the old policies.” 


“For President de Klerk to make his policies more 
credible, some change is needed. We're looking for the 
facts, the reality to give credibility to his principles and 
the new co-operation.” 


Angolan relations with South Africa had cooled at about 
the time the MPLA [Popular Moement for the Libera- 
tion of Angola] government entered into direct talks with 
UNITA to settle the country’s internal conflict, he said. 
Asked whether this was the result of the South African 
“segments” he had referred to attempting to sabotage the 
peace initiatives, he said: “Sabotage is your word, but 
yes, you Can assess it in that direction.” 


Despite the present scenario, there was still the oppor- 
tunity to achieve the peace his government sought and to 
achieve regional goodwill. 


“After all these years of war, the great advantage now is 
that we've discovered we can speak the same language. 
But those ‘segments’ of the South African government of 
which I have spoken, they need to be converted, per- 
suaded to the new policies.” 


Civil Cooperation Bureau ‘Unlikely’ To Disappear 


MB0S508 130590 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 5 Aug 90 p 2 


[By Kitt Katzin and Steve McQuillan] 


[Excerpt] It is unlikely that the shadowy Civil Co- 
operation Bureau (CCB) will ever disappear com- 
pletely—despite a sudden Government decision this 
week to disband its operational network. 


The authorities now face a nightmare in trying to ensure 
local and international agents respond to their call to wind 
up their espionage and alleged death-squad activities. 


The Government has little or no guarantee its orders will 
be follov...d because of the organisation’s deeply secret 
and non-accountable structure. 


These fears cmerge from evidence to the Harms Com- 
mision investigating politically-motivated murders, and 
are supported by legal experts representing interested 
parties challenging the CCB. 


In their view, the Government faces a number of prob- 
lems in dissolving the CCB: 


Millions of dollars are still placed in foreign bank 
accounts under the control of CCB “managing director” 
Mr. Joe Verster. He has already disobeyed the orders of 
President F.W. de Klerk and General Hannie Gelden- 
huys, chief of the SA [South African] Defence Force 
[SADF], by refusing to make available to the commis- 
sion sensitive files. 
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Arms caches and weapons—over which the SADF has no 
control—are still “in the field.” Other armaments may 
be in the delivery pipeline. The organisation has access 
to weapons ranging from air-to-ground missiles to limpet 
mines and conveniional arms of every description. No 
proper register was kept of these weapons. 


The CCB admits to following a more conservative polit- 
ical agenda than the Government. 


The organisation continues to exercise control over its 
own funds, weapons and personnel. And the all-powerful 
Mr Verster remains in de facto control. 


It has an emergency plan in which members retain 
control over their classified documentation in the event 
of internal political change in South Africa. 


It was part of CCB planning to ensure that military 
intelligence knew as little as possible of its operations. 


The organisation launched profitable business projects 
in South Africa and held substantial sums of money in 
local bank accounts as well. Its accrued assets, which 
belong to its members and the organisation as such, 
include properties in the form of farms, houses, motor 
vehicles, other equipment and liquid cash holdings. 


The CCB has not accepted that “peace has broken out” 
and that liberation organisations are no longer the 
enemy. [passage omitted] 


Oliver Tambo’s Wife Arrives in Country 6 Aug 


MB0608091890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0838 GMT 6 Aug 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 6 SAPA—ANC [African National 
Congress] President Oliver Tambo’s wife, Mrs. Adelaide 
Tambo, arrived at Jan Smuts airport on Monday [6 Aug] to 
a tumulous welcome by scores of ANC Women’s League 
members and other ANC supporters. 


This is Mrs. Tambo’s first visit to South Africa in about 
30 years and she has returned to the country to launch 
the ANC Women’s League in Durban on Thursday. 
Several supporters came from her home town, Benoni 
and said they remembered her as a young girl in the 
defiance campaign. 


A senior ANC member, Mr. Andrew Mlangeni, arrived 
with visas for Mrs Tambo and her entourage as their 
flight touched down at the irport at 8.45am on Monday. 


She stood with her right hand raised as she came into the 
arrivals foyer flanked by Mrs. Winnie Mandela, wife of 
ANC deputy leader Mr. Nelson Mandela, Mrs. Albertina 
Sisulu, wife of internal ANC leader Mr. Walter Sisulu, 
ANC Benoni branch executive member Mr. Leopath 
Msibanda and Mr. Mlangeni. 


“I feel so totally emotional as I stand here this morn- 
ing...1 saw my country 30 years ago and much has 
changed, and again not much has changed,” Mrs. Tambo 
said. The excited crowd broke into Nkosi Sikele iAfrica 
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{God bless Africa] and then a freedom song calling on 
Mrs. Tambo to bring their leader, “warrior Oliver 
Tambo back to us,” as they accompanied her to her car. 


“We are on the right track,” she said in response to a 
question on her opinion of the talks between the ANC 
and the government in progress on Monday morning. 
She added she was optimistic about the direction the 
talks would take. Mrs. Tambo was driven to Mr. Man- 
dela’s home in Soweto after her arrival. 


National Police Liason Issue Unrest Reports 


4 August 


MB0408120590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1126 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 4 SAPA—The following unrest-related 
incidents were reported during the past 24 hours:- 


At Old Crossroads, near Cape Town, six black males 
tried to petrol-bomb a house. Before they could succeed 
police arrived on the scene. The group then turned and 
threw the petrol bomb at the police vehicle and ran away. 
The bomb missed the police vehicle. The police gave 
chase but could not apprehend them. No damages, no 
injuries sustained, and no arrests were made. 


At Phillippi, near Guguletu, police after repeated warn- 
ings used tear smoke to disperse an illegal gathering. No 
arrests were made. 


At Galeshewe, near Kimberley, a group of blacks stoned 
and slightly damaged a private bus as well as a private 
light delivery van. There were no injuries and no one was 
arrested. The matter is being investigated. 


At Botshabelo, near Bloemfontein, police after warning used 
tear smoke and rubber bullets to disperse an illegal gath- 
ering. No arrests were made and no injuries sustained. 


At Soweto black township near port Elizabeth, a group of 
blacks stoned and petrol-bombed a private dwelling. The 
fire spread and five houses were burnt down. Damage 
was extensive but no one was injured. One black male 
was arrested and the matter is being investigated. 


At the Pietres industrial area, near Ladysmith, a group of 
blacks blockaded the entrance to the JS Kruger firm. 
Cars were also stopped by this group and people were 
prevented from entering the firm. Police used tear smoke 
to disperse the illegal gathering. No arrests were made 
and no one was injured. 


At Table Mountain near Pietermaritzburg, a group of 
black youths fired a number of shots at a private 
dwelling. They then petrol-bombed the dwelling. The 
owner of the dwelling was also shot at when he ran away. 
He escaped without injury. Damage was extensive. Five 
black youths were arrested and a home made firearm, 
one |2 bore shotgun cartridge and a petrol bomb were 
seized by police. No one was injured in the incident. The 
matter is being investigated and an attempted murder 
docket was opened. 
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M P0508 170790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1647 GMT 5S Aug 90 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 5 SAPA—Following is the SA [South 
African} Police's unrest report for incidents in the past 
24 hours. 


At Old Crossroads near Cape Town, a group of blacks 
petrol-bombed a private dwelling. Damage was slight 
and no arrests were made. 


At Ashton coloured residential area near Cape Town, an 
unknown group of people petrol-bombed a private 
dwelling. No arrests have been made and damage slight. 


At Khayelitsha in Cape Town, the following unrest related 
incidents were reported: In two separate police vehicles 
were stoned by a group of blacks. [sentence as received] 
Police dispersed the crowd with tearsmoke, rubber bullets 
and birdshot. No arrests were made. No injuries reported. 
In three other incidents police, after repeated warnings, 
dispersed an illegal gathering with tearsmoke and rubber 
bullets. No arrests were made and no injuries. 


At Nyanga near Wynberg, police, after a warning, used 
tearsmoke and rubber bullets to disperse an illegal gath- 
ering. No injuries were reported and no arrests made. 


At Ashton near Cape Town a group of people petrol- 
bombed a teacher's home. Damage was extensive. No 
arrests were made and injuries reported. 


At Old Klipfontein, Crossroads, a black male was found 
with a gunshot wound in his leg. He alleged a group of 
blacks shot him. He was not seriously injured and a case 
of attempted murder is being investigated. No arrests. 


At Motswedumosa near Mosder River in the northern 
Cape a police vehicle was damaged during a stone 
throwing incident. Police used birdshot to disperse the 
crowd. No injuries reported and no arrests. 


At Mshising, near Lydenburg, a group of blacks illegally 
stopped and searched private vehicles. They were appar- 
ently looking for items bought in Lydenburg, where a 
consumer boycott is in force. Police are investigating a 
case of intimidation. 


At Daveyton near Benoni, a black male set a delivery 
truck on fire. No arrests were made. 


At Khatlehong near Germiston a group of people petrol- 
bombed the home of a taxi driver. Damage was exten- 
sive. No injuries nor arrests. 


At Shawele, in Soweto, a group of blacks barricaded a 
road and police used tearsmoke to disperse them. No 
arrests were made and there were no injuries. 


At Sebokeng near Vereeniging two black males were shot 
while they were sleeping in their Sebokeng hostel room. 
A group of unknown people fired at them through the 
window of their room. One of the men was shot in the 
chest and the other in the arm. No arrests have been 
made and police are investigating two cases of attempted 
murder. The condition of the men is satisfactory 
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MB0608085390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0809 GMT 6 Aug 90 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 6 SAPA—SA Police [SAP] liaison in 
Pretoria have reported the following unrest-related inci- 
dents over the past 24 hours: 

At Ashton (Western Cape) a group of blacks hurled a 
petrol bomb at a private house. The building was exten- 
sively damaged. 

At Khanyisweni (Philipstown) a private dwelling was 
damaged during a petrol-bomb attack. 

At Tipelaneng (Hobhouse) arsonists caused damage to a 
private house. 

At Ngwelezane (Empangeni) a black man was shot and 
fatally wounded by a gunman during an illegal gathering. 
At Soweto a group of blacks stoned a policeman’s house. 
The member used shotgun fire to ward off the attack. 
The man was shot and fatally wounded. 

At Crossroads (Cape) arsonists set a private dwelling 
alight causing extensive damage. During another inci- 
dent a gunman fired a number of shots at a black man 
fatally wounding him. Police found another black man 
who was wounded by unknown gunmen in the Ou [old] 
Klipfontein area. 

At Thembalaziswe (Aberdeen) after a political meeting a 
group of blacks stoned police members. Police used 
shotgun and pistol fire to ward off the attack. It was later 
established that a black man reported to the Aberdeen 
hospital with a gun-shot wound. 

At Sebokeng (Vereeniging) a gunman fired a shot with a 
shotgun at a policeman on guard duty. The member was 
wounded in the chest. A police vehicle was then set alight 
by a group of blacks. During another incident a gunman 
fired a number of shots at two black men in their hostel 
room. Both men were wounded. 
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At Bopelong (Vanderbijlpark) a black man was wounded 
when he was shot by an unknown gunman. 

At Uhudi (Vryburg) an argument broke out between 
scholars during 2 soccer match between two schools. The 
groups threw stones at each other. Three black men were 
fatally wounded when hit by stones. The school building 
was damaged during the incident. Two policemen sus- 
tained slight injuries when members were stoned. 

On Aug 4 at about 23:50 [2150 GMT] an explosion 
occurred on the railway line between Kempton Park and 
Van Riebeeck park stations. Slight damage was caused. 
It is suspected that commercial explosives were used. 
Police are investigating. 


4 Aug Press Review on CCB Disbanding 
MB0408093890 


[Editorial Report] 
CAPE TIMES 


Death Squad “Cover-Up” Condemned—Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 2 August, in a page 4 
editorial, terms the disbanding of the South African 
Defense Forces [SADF] Civil Cooperation Bureau 
{CCB] “a belated gesture by the De Klerk government 
that will do little to retrieve a deplorable state of affairs. 
A “brazen™ cover-up by the SADF has been “allowed to 
stand,” the editorial says. and says the public has reason 
to fear the CCB, with its large budget, operated “terrorist 
murder squads™ on both sides of the border on a scale 
that puts South Africa "in the same league as some of the 
world’s nastiest regimes.’ In conclusion the editoria! 
wonders where the situation is headed and says the 
questions raised also apply to the South African Police 
“clandestine operations,” all of which deserves review 
by President De Klerk. 
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Angola 


Savimbi: Talks Postponed at Gove snment’s Request 


MBO0508092490 (Clandestine) KUP in English 
to Southern and Central Africa 0910 GMT 5 Aug 90 


[Text] [No dateline as received] The UNITA [National 
Union for the Total independence of Angola] president, 
Dr. Jonas Savimbi, has reiterated that UNITA is deter- 
mined that a ceasefire with the Luanda government be 
signed before the end of this year in order to pave way for 
free, fair and democratic elections in Angola next year. 


Addressing thousands of UNITA supporters and several 
foreign personalities in Jamba yesterday to mark his 56th 
birthday anniversary, the UNITA leader also disclosed 
that the third round of direct talks between UNITA and 
the Luanda government, scheduled for Wednesday next 
week in Portugal, have been postponed at the last minute 
at the request of the Luanda government. 


Dr. Savimbi said that a ceasefire agreement has to be 
achieved this year at all costs so that free and fair 
multiparty elections, verified by the United Nations, can 
be held in Angola in 1991. The ceasefire has to be signed 
by president of the People’s Republic of Angola and the 
UNITA president in order to be real and effective. 


The UNITA president po:nted out that he was prompted 
to make the speech in the light of the latest development, 
although all other important issues are covered in a 
wide-ranging interview he has granted to the UNITA 
radio station. 


UNITA ts ready to resume talks with the Luanda gov- 
ernment any time the latter 1s ready, so that the war in 
Angola can come to an end and multiparty democracy 
firmly established in the country, he said. Dr. Savimbi 
thanked the presence of various guests from Europe, the 
'Jnited States, South Africa and black African states as a 
gesture of friendship with UNITA’s struggle for freedom 
and democracy. 


* Privatizations Might Prevent Economic Collapse 


YOAF0317B Lisbon EXPRESSO 
in Portuguese 16 Jun 90 p 8 


{Article by Rul Ramos: “Economic Disorder on the Rise 
in Angola™’} 


[Text] The Angolan economy ts currently going through 
a profound crisis, which the authorities are trying to 
overcome with a series of privatizations, promoted by 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos himself, a govern- 
ment source told EXPRESSO. 


The problem is so critical that the National Angolan 
Workers Union (UNTA), the sole labor union directed 
by the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola], has just met with the president of the Repub- 
lic—an unprecedented event in 15 years of indepen- 
dence—and, according to reports from JORNAL DE 
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ANGOLA, ut “sharply criticized the sluggish and dis- 
torted way in which the government apparatus was 
implementing the Economic and Financial Recovery 
Plan (SEF). which has been “upsetting the relationship 
between production-wages-prices, to the detriment of the 
welfare of workers.” The UNTA also registered its 
displeasure over “the wages in arrears, the large-scale 
arbitrary and indiscriminate dismissals, the poor man- 
agement of enterprises. and the misappropriation of 
funds and nepotism in small enterprises,” whi'e at the 
same time it warned the Angolan head of state of the 
situation of “a widespread lack of productivity.” 


Enterprises Cease Operations 


The unproductive nature of Angolan enterprises was 
mentioned several days ago by the Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry when. in a report from the Luandan 
press, it acknowledged that a large number of enterprises 
would shut down in the coming months. 


The small amounts of subsidies available for this fiscal 
year will not, according to an official source, “be enough 
to cover even half of the needs of some priority enter- 
prises, or to give others the very minimum required.” 
The $187 million which the Ministry has distributed to 
the erterprises in its sector since 1986—which only 
covered “8O percent of the needed raw materials of the 
major national factories, without leaving anything to 
replace equipment whi is generally obsolete’ —was 
reduced this year to $67 million. a large part of which has 
already been used to purchase maize. wheat flour, barley, 
yeast, sugar, and alcohol. 


According to official sources, the industries themselves 
may also shut down in the near future. In addition to the 
continued shortage of electricity and water caused by 
UNITA’s [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] sabotage activities, there 1s beginning to be a 
shortage in stocks, “since the government has not yet set 
this year’s ‘ceilings’ on imports of raw materials and 
enterprises are operating on the basis of raw materials 
left over from last year because production was below 
estimates.” What 1s even more serious 1s the fact that the 
hospitals are already facing shortages. Without elec- 
tricity or water, they are also now lacking carbonic gas 
and oxygen, “since the enterprises do not have the means 
to produce them.” 


External Financing 


In the meantime. the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
has obtained external financing for $156 million, which 
does not, however, have the required matching funds from 
the National Bank of Angola: the Bank puts forward the 
counter-argument of external deb! problems, indicating that 
its short-term obligations are overwhelming 


As to the city-country exchange system, it “broke down,” 
according to information provided to the Angolan press 
by officials of the Emergency Program for Marketing in 
Rural Areas (PECC). The criterion “only people who sell 
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can buy” failed because “there were never enough indus- 
trial goods and they always arrived late.” Moreover, the 
PECC acknowledged that the later introduction of 
national currency into the exchange arrangement was a 
failure because the kwanza “could not fulfill its function 
as a means of payment and measure of value.” 


Sweden itself, the primary source of financing for 
Angola, is concerned over the fate of its donations. 
Having increased its aid this year from $28 to $32 
million, the governmental Swedish International Devel- 
opment Agency (ASDI) 1s, however, apprehensive over 
some mechanisms for using certain funds included in the 
projects presented, and has decided that, from now on, 
aid will be granted exclusively to a “specific project,” to 
prevent “misappropriations”™ of funds to projects other 
than the ones they were intended for. 


An official source cites as causes of the crisis the exces- 
sive bureaucratic centralization of the economy, the war 
(which absorbs over half of the government budget), and 
the drought in the central and southern parts of the 
country, which has been going on for three years. Since 
all the maize needed for consumption has to be 
imported, the cotton plantations, which are found in the 
provinces of Kwanza-Sul, Kwanza-Norte, Bengo, and 
Malanje, will register shortfalls of an estimated 6,500 
tons this year, despite the fact that $6 million of 
financing was provided by the Central Cooperation 
Fund. Coffee in Kwanza-Sul recorded its lowest produc- 
tion figures ever last year at 2.451 tons, or 15 percent less 
than the year before. According to the authorities, one of 
the reasons for the “lack of interest” on the part of the 
peasants has to do with the goods received from the 
central government in exchange for the coffee, which, 
coming from a Soviet factory, “are not appreciated by 
the farmers because of their poor quality.” 


Even in fertile Luanda-Norte, farming is on the verge of 
collapse. Rice, an excellent crop in that region, is being 
farmed in insignificant amounts. The government itself 
admits that it has never invested in agriculture in the 
province, having channeled all of its funds to diamond 
exploration. The peasants are facing serious problems, 
since the small amount produced has no outlets because 
of the destruction of the road network. In that prov- 
ince—known as a “mining province,” the plans to build 
a new capital, Lucapa, have also failed, and this has led 
to the abolishment of the Provincial Directorate for 
Construction and Housing, which has left all the mate- 
rials to rot. Construction of the capital—which the 
authorities continue to insist on—has recently been put 
in the hands of foreign firms. 


A similar fate is in store for Kapanda Dam on the 
Kwanza River, an Angolan-Brazilian-Soviet venture. 
According to information received from a Brazilian 
technician at the Luanda press building, “there are 
serious financial shortages, which are going to have an 
impact on the time required to complete the venture and 
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have already had the effect of creating arrears in wages: 
the reason for these shortages has to do with execution of 
ban contracts.” 


Wage problems are beginning to crop up a little every- 
where now that the government has decided to reduce 
drastically subsidies to state enterprises. 


Wage Arrears 

At the important Angolan Paper and Pulp Company in 
Alto-Catumbela, 1,800 workers have not received their 
wages for about two years now and the factory is virtually at 
a standstill. The government opened international bidding a 
few jays ago to obtain financing. The other two main causes 
of the crisis are the war, and drought and disease. With a 9.6 
percent increase in the mortality rate from 1988 to 1989, 
according to official figures, and with an annual rise in 
cholera of 10.36 percent, Angola has over 40,000 war 
orphans and about 2.5 million drought victims, with over 
100,000 displaced persons in the provinces of Huila 
(50,000), Cunene, Namibe, and Cuando-Cubango, who are 
surviving from foreign donations, and a loss of two million 
head of cattle. In Huila, up to now regarded as a model 
province, 75 percent of the crops have been lost. there is no 
more marketing, and intertribal theft is on the rise as a result 
of desperation and starvation. The province urgently needs 
37,700 tons of food, which can only come from foreign 
donations. Equally critical is the situation of 400.900 per- 
sons displaced by the war who, according to the Interna- 
tional Red Cross Committee, are at risk of immediate death 
in the provinces of Huambo and Bie, where UNITA has 
been stepping up its attacks. In Huambo alone, the number 
of displaced persons increased by 57,500 to 80,000 in the 
first quarter of this year, and in Kwanza-Su!l there are 
already 145,790, according to official statistics. 


To “make their voices heard™ in the midst of the 
Angolan economic crisis, 140 Angolan industries in 
Luanda have just formed the Association of Angolan 
Industries (AIA), which has already demonstrated 
against the paralysis of Angolan industry as a result of 
shortages, against constant recourse to imported prod- 
ucts “that could be produced locally,” and against the 
“squandering of funds needed for the country’s eco- 
nomic recovery.” Advocating “protectionism,” the AIA 
says that it wants to see a short-term reduction “in 
imports of water, beer, refrigerants, soap, and meat.” 


Mozambique 


Government-Renamo Talks To Be Held in Rome 


MB0408115790 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1100 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[Text] Reports from Lisbon say the Mozambican Gov- 
ernment and the Renamo [Mozambique National Resis- 
tance] movement of Mozambique are to begin a new 
round of talks in Rome on Wednesday [8 Aug]. in a bid 
to end the 15-year-old civil war in Mozambique. 


«fm 
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A Renamo leader, Mr. Faustino Mateus, said a Renamo 
delegation was on its way to the Italian capital for the 
second round of peace talks with the Mozambican Gov- 
ernment. The first direct contact between the two sides 
took place in Rome last month. 


The Mozambican Government delegation to the latest 
talks, is to be led by the minister of transport and 
commuaications, Mr. Arinando Guebuza. The Renamo 
delegation will be headed by Mr. Raul Domingos. The 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Quelimane, Monsignor 
Jaime Alexandre, will attend the talks as an observer for 
the church in Mozambique. 


A report from Maputo says the Mozambican army 
overran twelve camps of the antigovernment Renamo 
movement in fighting in the south of the country last 
month. The report said 72 Renamo members were killed 
and eight were taken prisoner in the clashes in the 
Inhambane province. It gave no indication of govern- 
ment troop casualties. 


Namibia 


Further Coverage on Reported Coup Plot 


MB0608 140990 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN 
in English 30 Jul 90 pp 1, 3 


[By Editor Gwen Lister] 


[Text] A group of about 500 men, reportedly with close 
ties to Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] and with alleged hacking 
from certain unnamed sources in the United States, may 
be plotting the overthrow of Namibia's SWAPO [South- 
West People’s Organization]-led government and the 
assassination of members of the political hierarchy. 


According to a document marked top secret which came 
into the possession of this newspaper, the information 
was reported to Namibia's intelligence services by one of 
the alleged plotters who now fears for his life. 


On July 26 this year, the source, apparently one of a 
group of approximately 500 men consisting of ex- 
Koevoet {Police Counterinsurgency Unit] and former 
101 Battalion members, reported that a plot was afoot to 
plan and organised the overthrow of Namibia's first 
elected government. According to the informant, the 
group was well organised throughout the country and in 
possession of what was described as a “considerable 
amount of arms.” 


Of the approximately 500 men, 200 of the “top struc- 
ture” were said to be in the Windhoek district, while the 
others were “outside the country.” The source did not 
state in which country or countries the other members of 
the group are located. 


The document reported the source as saying that the 
initial attack on the government was to be conducted by 
a special group of 100 men, after which the rest of the 
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group would secure the areas in question. It was not 
specified what targets were to be hit. 


The source also said the attack was to take place on the 
24th, but in the view of the intelligence services, the date 
is a code rather than a time of the month. But the source 
added that the attack would ta’e place “at short notice.” 


T document quotec the source as saying the group had 
received financial backing from an unnamed instance or 
instances in the United States [sentence «s published]. 
The arms and ammunition in possession of the group 
were allegedly obtained while the group’s members were 
still serving in the former SWA [South-West Africa] 
Territory Force and Koevoet. The weaponry was col- 
lected over a period of five years and has been stored in 
arms caches in and around Windhoek, the source 
revealed further. He emphasised that the arms did not 
originate from the theft of weaponry from the premises 
of the Police's special unit on July 8 this year. 


The source also claimed the group had “close ties” with 
Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA movement. 


He added that the group would also allegedly supply 
arms and ammunition to former Rehoboth Kaptein 
Hans Diergaardt of the Free Democratic Party. 


Diergaardt denied any such knowledge when approached 
for comment by a staff member of THE NAMIBIAN. 
Asked about the alleged training of men on a farm in the 
Gebiet, he answered that people were entitled to undergo 
shooting practice in order to defend themselves. How- 
ever, he distanced himself from armed insurrection and 
said he had heard nothing about such a group. 


The source further added that the group had a “hit list” 
of top-ranking government officials who were to be 
“eliminated.” 


Among the names mentioned were Namibian President 
Sam Nujoma, Prime Minister Hage Geingob, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Theo-Ben Gurirab, and Information 
Minister Hidipo Hamutenya. 


The source said the background to the planned over- 
throw included the fact that the group was concerned 
that the government would be dominated by Ovambo- 
speaking people, and that other ethnic groups would be 
slowly eliminated; it was also alleged that the election 
results had been “rigged” in favour of SWAPO. 


When called upon to report the planned overthrow of the 
government to the Police, the source said it was now too 
late for him to give himself up since he would be killed 
by other members of the group if he was found to have 
confessed to the Police. He added he had already placed 
himself in jeopardy by reporting the matter. 


At the time of going to press late last night, it was not 
possible to get official comment on the matter. 
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Editor Receives Warning 
MB0308 101690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1001 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Text] Windhoek Aug 3 SAPA—Namiubian police have 
warned the editor of THE NAMIBIAN newspaper, Ms. 
Gwen Lister, that she could face charges for publishing a 
report on a possible attempt to overthrow the Namibian 
government. 


Under the headline “Coup Plot Uncovered”, the news- 
paper on Monday [30 Jul] published a report quoting a 
“top secret” document stating that a group of 500 men, 
reportedly with close ties to UNITA National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola], might have been 
plotting to overthrow the SWAPO [South-West African 
People’s Organization]-led government and assassinate 
top members of the party hierachy. 


In Friday's edition of the Windhoek English daily, a 
report said police had visited Ms. Lister on Thursday 
and had asked her to disclose the source of the document 
and to make a statement. 


Ms. Lister declined to do either, and gave a copy of the 
document to the police. 


She was then warned that she could be charged in terms 
of the Protection of Information Act pending the com- 
pletion of the police inquiry. 


Explosions at Newspaper Offices 


MB0508060690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0619 GMT S§ Aug 90 


[Text] Windhoek, August 5, SAPA—Three explosions 
rocked the office of a Windhoek newspaper, THE 
NAMIBIAN, early on Sunday [5 Aug] morning, exten- 
sively damaging the building and office equipment 
inside it. No one was injured. 


SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] radio 
news reported the fire brigade was called in to extinguish 
a fire that broke out as a result of the explosions. 
According to police in the Namibia capital, they suspect 
the blasts were caused by phospherous hand grenades. 


The editor of THE NAMIBIAN, Gwen Lister, was ques- 
tioned by police last week in connection with a report in the 
newspaper on an alleged coup plot in Namibia. 


Swaziland 


Mothopeng Affirms Liberation by PAC Army 


MB0608115090 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 6 Aug 90 pp 1, 3 


[By Phinda Zwane] 


[Text] South Africa will soon be a socialist country and 
will be liberated by the Azanian Peoples Army of the 
PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress]. This was disclosed by 


FBIS-AFR-90-151 
6 August 1990 


the President of the PAC Mr. Zeph Mothopeng, who was 
in the country over the weekend en-route to Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania. 


Asked why his organisation had adopted the socialist 
type of rule while other countries were drifting away 
from it, he said all those countries were still dancing to 
the colonialists’ tune. 


“Capitalism has no room in our organisation. We have been 
colonised and it was enough. In fact, what I can tell you is 
that there is no free country here in Africa as long as 
so-called superpowers like the United States of America and 
Britain are jumping around freely in the continent.” 


He accused the British Prime Minister, Margaret 
Thatcher, of taking sides and being an opportunist. “She 
1s Only interested in our minerals which they have stolen 
and hid in reserves somewhere in Europe. | am not 
impressed about her smiles and grins. 


“Tell me, where are all our minerals today? They have all 
been taken away from us and we'll never get them back. 
They are place in volts [as published] somewhere out of 
our reach.” Mr. Mothopeng also accused Britain of 
smearing the Afrikaners with the apartheid snag. 


“Let me tell you a little bit of history. Apartheid was 
introduced by the British long ago. It was only that they 
were chucked out by the Afrikaners in the Cape leaving 
them with the ugly teachings of apartheid. People should 
not be misled by the tactics of British Colonialism; 
people, we know them quite well,” he said. 


He said the commander of the ANC’s [African National 
Congress} military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of 
the Nation}, General Chris Hani was on the right track. 


“That young man knows what independence is. He has 
called for the armed struggle to liberate the country. 
However, he is let down by his superiors who are dancing 
to President F.W. de Klerk’s boring tune of negotia- 
tions.” Mr. Mothopeng added that KwaZulu homeland 
leader and Inkatha President Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, was in the same pool of confusion like the 
ANC becase “he has been the Boer’s bay for long.” 
[sentence as published] 


Mr. Mothopeng said his organisation was all out to 
liberate South Africa through the “uncompromising 
Azania Peoples Army.” 


“We'll attack when the time comes and our sting will be 
felt,” he warned. 


Zambia 


State Plans for Possible Kuwaiti Oil Shortage 


* 230308192990 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Text] Zambia has already earmarked on contingency 
measures to ensure 2 continuous oil supply following the 
unstable situation in Kuwait, a main supplier of crude oil. 
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The ZIMCO [Zambia Industrial and Mining Corpora- 
tion, Limited] Group executive director responsible for 
energy, Comrade (Evaristo Kasunga), told ZNBC 
[Zambia National Broadcasting Corporation] in Lusaka 
this afternoon that Zambia has enough oil supply to see 
the contingency measures through. (?He also) mentioned 
that Zambia would get crude oil amounting to about 
90,000 metric tons [words indistinct] shipment from 
Kuwait, will not face any serious shortage because of the 
contingency measures it has taken. 


Comrade (Kasunga) has said that sporadic shortages of 
regular petrol experienced in Lusaka in the last few days 
has now been solved. Comrade (Kasunga) attributed *he 
shortage to transporters who went on go-slow demanding 
the same rate payments as those given to transporters of 
{word indistinct] cattle. 


Campaign Against Multiparty System Announced 


MB0508 105690 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0900 GMT 5 Aug 90 


[Text] Zambia's only legal political party, the United 
National Independence Party, has announced a cam- 
paign to urge Zambians to vote against the introduction 
of a multiparty system in next year’s referendum. Party 
leaders will address a series of meetings throughout 
Zambia from 13 August, at which they will concentrate 
on explaining President Kenneth Kaunda’s recent 
amnesty for a number of people alleged to have been 
involved in coup plots. 
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Meanwhile, the interim committee thal was appointed after 
the recent unrest in Zambia has announced plans for a rally 
in support of multiparty democracy later this month. 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe Appoints Joshua Nkomo Vice President 
MB0308 162490 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1606 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Text] Harare Aug 3 SAPA—Senior Minister Mr. Joshua 
Nkomo has been appointed vice-president of Zimbabwe 
by President Robert Mugabe and will be sworn-in on 
Monday [6 August] the office of the president and 
cabinet announced on Friday. 


The announcement follows the gazetting earlier on 
Friday of the Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment 
(Number 10) Act, which alters the Constitution to allow 
for the appointment of two vice-presidents. 


Mr. Nkomo was leader of the former PF-ZAPU [Patri- 
ouc Front—Zimbabwe African People’s Union] before 
its merger with ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African 
National Union—Patniotic Front] and ts currently one 
of two vice-presidents in the ruling party, along with 
Vice-President Mr. Simon Muzenda. 


The amendment passed casily through Parliament last 
month and became law when it was gazetted on Friday, 
ZIANA, the national news agency reports. 
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The Gambia 


Delegations Arrive for ECOWAS Summit 


AB0608 103890 Dakar PANA in English 0953 GMT 
6 Aug YO 


[Text] Banjul, 6 Aug (PANA)}—A crucial extraordinary 
summit of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) Mediation Committee takes place 
Monday [6 Aug] in Banjul, Gambia to try to end the 
more than seven-month old Liberia civil war that has led 
to heavy civilian casualties and an estimated 400,000 
refugees in neighboring countries. 


The Gambian Foreign Ministry confirmed that Presidents 
Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria, Ghana's Jerry Rawlings, who 
together with the Gambian President Dawda Jawara, are on 
the five-nation mediation Committee, will be in Banjul for 
the summit. The two other heads of state on the committee, 
Moussa Traore of Mali and Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo 
will be represented by ministers. 


These are to be joined by the heads of state of Sierra Leone, 
Joseph Momoh and his Guinean counterpart, Lansana 
Conte, who was the first to arrive in the Gambian capital on 
Sunday. Their countries, together with Cote d'Ivoire, now 
harbour thousands of Liberian refugees. 


The protocol section of the Gambian Foreign Ministry 
said the secretary general of the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU), Salim Ahmed Salim, was also expected to 
attend the extraordinary summit. He was preceded 
Sunday by Ambassador Yilma Tadesse, the OAU assis- 
tant seretary general for political affairs. 


The leaders will seek a peaceful solution to the bloody 
Liberian civil war involving forces loyal to Liberian 
President, Samuel Doe and two rebel fighting groups led 
by Charles Taylor and Prince Johnson. 


Ghana 


Another Evacuation Ship Reportedly To Be Sent 


AB0308215890 Paris AFP in English 2153 GMT 
3 Aug 90 


[Excerpts] Accra, Aug 3 (AFP)—Ghana will send 
another ship to Sierra Leone to evacuate its nationals 
from war-torn Liberia “when necessary.” newspaper 
reports Friday [3 Aug] quoted Deputy Transport Secre- 
tary G. Griffiths as saying. A merchant vessel returned 
from Freetown to Tema Port some 25 kilometers (15 
miles) east of here Thursday with 163 Ghanaians and 
four foreigners on board. 


The Ghanaians told reporters that many of thier compa- 
triots are stranded in Liberia because government troops 
and Nationai Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels 
have blocked all known border points and bush paths. 


Some evacuees also repor’ | thai foreigners had been 
beaten, whipped and in sone cases killed by rebels and 
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soldiers loyal to embattled President Samuel Doe. 
Authorities said the vessel, which can carry up to 1,500 
people, could not dock at the Monrovia port because of 
“security reasons.” There has been heavy fighting 
reported there in the past three weeks. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Ministry officials estimate that there are 
between 70,000 and 100,000 Ghanaians in Liberia. Most 
of them are fishermen. 


Meanwhile, Ghanaian officials reported that 37 for- 
eigners fleeing Liberia's bloody seven-month civil war 
had arrived in the country since June. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Johnson Said Preparing To Fight Taylor Forces 


ABO0308 180890 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Excerpts] Whatever happens to Liberian President 
Samue! Doe, who is still clinging on in his Executive 
Mansion in Monrovia while the city suffers the atten- 
tions [as heard] of marauding rebels and looting soldiers, 
it seems the rebels could end up fighting themselves. 


[passage omitted] 


And it seems that Prince Johnson has been preparing for 
some kind of onslaught. From Monrovia, (Michael 
Ruddy) of the REUTER News Agency cabled this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] Last night, rebels 
loyal to Prince Johnson withdrew from key positions in 
Monrovia. Only a handful of Johnson's Independent 
Patriotic Front were visible in areas of central Monrovia, 
which they captured from government troops this week. 


The withdrawal of Johnson's troops left the capital open 
to a renewed occupation by government forces. A long- 
time resident of Monrovia who claims to be close to 
Johnson said that the rebel leader was turning his troops 
around to fight his rival, Charles Taylor. Diplomats said 
that the Johnson-Taylor rivalry could prolong the con- 
flict for weeks. [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, government troops yesterday recaptured the 
approach to a key radio station near the city center 
yesterday, apparently without a fight. However, it was 
unclear whether the government troops or rebels con- 
trolled the station itself, Radio ELWA. [end recording] 


‘Numerous’ Rebels Leaving Monrovia Combat 


AB0308 182790 Paris AFP in French 1742 GMT 
3 Aug 90 


[Text] Loguatuo (Liberia), 3 Aug (AFP)}—The route from 
Loguatuo (a Liberian frontier town on the Ivorian 
border) to Saniquellie (also near the border) has been 
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closed to traffic since this morning for “security rea- 
sons,” according to rebel fighters of the Nationa! Patri- 
otc Front of Liberia (NPFL). Their leaders have not 
provided an official explanation, but certain rebels have 
indicated that numerous groups of rebels have left the 
combat zone in the Monrovia area and returned to their 
homes in Nimba County (north of the country). They did 
not offer an explanation for this unexpected movement. 


The NPFL has already conquered most of the country. It 
is known, however, that this organization, led by a 
former official, Charles Taylor, has for several weeks 
been faced with dissidence from the Independent 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL) led by a 
former officer, Prince Johnson. 


Correspondents Banned From Entering Country 
L.D0308 194790 Paris International Service 
in French 1830 GMT 3 Aug 90 


[Excerpt] It is once again Liberia that makes the front 
page of the African news, and yet news of the fighting 
arrives sporatically. A few moments ago we had on the 
line our special corresopndent in Liberia, Robert 
Minangoy. He was calling us from the border between 
the Ivory Coast and Liberia, a border which he was not 
able to cross, along with several colleagues, notably from 
AFP. The ban came from the guards who are under the 
orders of the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia], 
Charles Taylor's rebel movement. 


According to Robert Minangoy this ban on entering 
Liberia could be due to a resumption of the troubles in 
Nimba Country. It 1s even possible the men of Prince 
Johnson, the dissident leader of the NPFL rebels, have 
skirted around Charles Taylor's rebels to cut them off 
from their rear base. In any case details on the situation 
in Liberia will be increasingly difficult to obtain, all the 
more so since the ban on entering Liberian territory will 
last at least 15 days, according to the border guards. 
[passage omitted] 


NPFL ‘Attacking’ Johnson's INPFL Forces 


ABO408063590 Paris AFP in English 0619 GMT 
4 Aug WO 


{By Bernard Nicolas] 


[Text] Abidjan, Aug 4 (AFP)}—Liberian rebels holding 
President Samuel Doe at bay in his besieged capital, 
Monrovia, appeared Saturday [4 Aug] to have given him 
a respite as they turned against each other. 


Rebels of the National Patriotic Front (NPFL) led by 
former civil servant Charles Taylor were mainly 
attacking guerrillas in Prince Johnson's dissident fac- 
tion, the INPLF [Independent National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia], rather than troops loyal to Mr. Doe, several 
informed sources said here. 


With a few hundred rebels, Prince Johnson has moved 
into Mamba Point, the western district of Monrovia 
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where many Western embassies are based, and govern- 
ment soldiers were trying as the week ended to dislodge 
them from their strategic locations less than two kilome- 
tres (about a mile) from Mr. Doe's Executive Mansion. 


Closing in on Monrovia from the north, Mr. Taylor's 
NPLF forces have pushed government troops back on 
the presidential residence and tried to head Prince 
Johnson's supporters off into the sea. 


Correspondents report that, though fewer in numbers, the 
INPLF is more effective than the NPLF, which 1s spectac- 


ularly ill-disciplined and appears more concerned to kil! 
civilians and combatants from Mr. Doe's Krahn tribe than 
to tackle the regular army. For several weerks, NPLF forces 
have been wasting their ammunition in useless attacks some 
12 kilometres (eight miles) from the executive mansion, 
shooting before they have any chance of hitting government 
troops and falling back without achieving anything. Jour- 
nalists have also witnessed summary executions Mr. Taylor 
seems powerless to control. 


Prince Johnson's INPLF, on the other hand, has made a 
succession of impressive advances, taking the Monrovia 
port and then the embassy district. Summary executions 
have not been reported, though the dissident rebels have 
not displayed a single prisoner in more than seven 
menths of civil war. 


Prince Johnson's main problem 1s the small size of his 
force—under a thousand strong—though its ranks have 
been swelled by former NPLF members drawn by the 
efficiency of the dissidents. The INPLF has been forced 
to fall back fast from some positions gained, particularly 
since the movement benefits from no foreign aid. These 
positions are rapidly recaptured by government troops 
until Mr. Taylor's NPLF chases them out. If Mr. Doe's 
forces were able to turn all their firepower on the INPLF, 
they could breathe again after months of losses. 
observers here said. 


The NPLF controls virtually all of Liberia, apart from 
part of Mr. Doe's native Grand Jide county, Authorities 
here in neighboring Ivory ‘oast have reported a second 
wave of refugees, mostly Krahns, to follow the Gios and 
Manos who fled earlier in the year. The Gio and Mano 
people furnish Mr. Taylor with most of his support 


In Loguatuo, close to the border with Ivory Coast, local 
NPLF officials told journalists ‘hat the southbound road 
to Saniquellie, going towards the capital, was closed to 
traffic since early Friday, but gave no reasons. 


Some rebel sources added that many groups of rebels had 
left the combat zone around Monrovia and were heading 
back northwards. but 1t was not possibkie to obtain details 
of the scale of the withdrawal or the motives behind 1! 


Ivorian sources here, however, said that Mr. Taylor had 
been obliged to protect supply lines threatened by Prince 
Johnso~'s supporters. The dissidents had already once 
before forced Mr. Taylor to stall his attack on Paynes- 
ville, near Monrovia. Many observers fear that no end 1s 


22 WEST AFRICA 


in sight to the bloodbath inflicted on the country, which 
has scarcely two and a half million inhabitants, since 
rebels launched their bid to topple Mr. Doe last 
December. 


Seven members of the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) envisage possible military 
intervention to separate the rival forces and an 
ECOWAS summit 1s scheduled to be held Monday [6 
Aug] in The Gambia. 


ECOWAS Executive Secretary Aabass Bundu has 
explained that the logistics have been sorted out and the 
political decision was now awaited. The NPLF. however, 
has warned that it will not countenance intervention by 
foreigners who had waited for months before reacting \o 
the conflict. 


Taylor: Explosives Placed on Airport Runways 


ABO0408070090 Paris AFP in English 0648 GMT 
4 Auge W 


[Text] Harbel, Liberia, Aug 4 (AFP)}—The final battle for 
Monrovia will not begin until more civilians have been 
evacuated, rebel leader Charles Taylor said late Friday [3 
Aug}. and warned Nigeria that Liberians will figh ' to the last 
against any intervention. The commander-in<hief of the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia said, “I am waiting for 
more civilians to be out of the capital,” which has been 
virtually surrounded by his forces for several weeks. 


He estimated that 50,000 to 100,000 people were still in 
Monrovia, with more streaming out daily, but would not 
say at what figure he would launch the attack. “More 
than half a million people have come out of the city,” he 
told a press conference here on the Firestone Rubber 
plantation about 60 kilometres (38 miles) from the 
capital. “If | attack Monrovia with 3,000 troops I can 
take the city,” Mr Taylor said. 


He thought beleaguered President Samue! Doe had about 
1,000 to 1,500 loyal soldiers with hum and the dissident 
NPLF rebel Prince Johnson, who is also fighting Mr. Doe in 
Monrovia and wanted by the NPLF, about 200 men. Mr 
Taylor, reacting to reports that Nigeria might consider 
intervening to end the bloodshed in Liberia, warned: “We 
are calling up all our people and have a target of 300,000 to 
350,000 Liberians. Anyone who intervenes in this country 
will have to kill everybody. I don’t care. We have no choice 
to but to fight,” he said. “Even if Charles Taylor is killed 
this land is our land. We were never colonised and this 1s a 
new form of colonialism.” 


He said explosives had been planted along the runways 
of Liberia's airports, which are all closed, to prevent any 
landings. U.S. helicopters are aboard ships offshore and 
Nigeria has an arr force. 


Mr. Taylor, who announced he had formed a govern- 
ment a week ago, went on, “We would hope that coun- 
tries would realise and respect our territorial integrity.” 
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Reports have said that Washington, which had close ties 
with the Doe regime but has failed to persuade the 
president to leave the country, would support a Nigerian 
initiative. “I think that good sense will prevail and that 
the American people and the Congress and the Bush 
Administration will realise that this 1s and always will 
remain an internal conflict,” Mr. Taylor said. “The 
preblem is Samuel Doe,” he said. 


“Doe murdered our people for 10 years,” he said, adding 
that Washington ard Nigeria must take some respons’. 
bility for this. “Where did Doe get his weapons from ° 
he asked. 


It has been reported that U.S. unwillingness to support the 
NPLF is linked to alleged training of its guerrillas by Libya. 


“Doc had more aid than all other governments com- 
bined. That's their Frankenstein. We are going to take 
this Frankenstein apart,” he said. 


He said his forces had just invaded Grand Jide county, 
Mr. Doe's homeland, and was tidying up the rest of the 
country. “We are going to take it step by step. Meanwhile 
our people will be in safe zones.” 


He had not used heavy artillery on central Monrovia to 
avoid civilian casualtres, but would move when the time 
was right. Mr. Doe's men, holed up in Monrovia with no 
electricity, water, fresh food or communications would 
also run out of ammunition eventually, he said. 


Mr. Taylor also implied that Washington had backed the 
dissident rebel Prince Johson against his own movement, 
perhaps even to the extent of airlifting Prince Johnson's 
men into Monrovia to fight. He suggested that the Central 
Intelligence Agency had been involved probably without the 
knowledge of President George Bush. “Anything is possible 
with the U.S. bureaucracy.” he said. 


He accused Prince Johnson of several massacres, 
including of civilians at the Bong mines and seven 
special forces soldiers in the village of Bluntuo in Nimba 
County from where the rebels launched their rebellion 
last December. 


“He executes people personally,” Mr. Taylor said. “This 
1s the man that supposedly respectable nations are trying 
to give credibility.” 


He again condemned the massacres by both sides in the 
Liberian civil war and promised to investigate any 
executions brought to his attention. But he admitted, 
“There is a war going on. We will make mistakes, but we 
will admit to them.” 


Ke revealed that his own father was probably among the 
200-600 refugees slaughtered by Mr. Doe's forces at a 
Lutheran church in Monrovia last Sunday. “My father 
was in the church, I think he was wiped out.” 
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Doe, Johnson Said ‘Happy’ for Intervention 


AB0408095090 London BBC World Service in English 
0700 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[From the “Twenty-four Hours” program hosted by 
George Olney] 


[Text] As bloody battles continue in the Liberian capital 
Monrovia, a West African naval task force spearheaded 
by Nigeria is reported to be assembling off the coast of 
Sierra Leone. According to Nigerian sources, word has 
been sent to the warring Liberian factions that interven- 
tion is On its way and that there should be an immediate 
cease-fire. All that is now awaited is the green light from 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States], an association of West African states, which is 
holding a special summit in The Gambia on Monday [6 
Aug]. Our West Africa correspondent, Liz Blunt, told me 
more about the force now being assembled to put an end 
to Liberia’s brutal civil war. 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] There are two Nigerian naval 
ships there already. They have been around during the 
week making various abortive attempts to get their 
people out of Monrovia. We were told from Lagos that 
there are three more ships coming although it is not quite 
clear what sort of ships they are, and it sounds as if there 
would be components in the task force from Ghana and 
from Guinea and from Sierra Leone, all of whom have 
got a lot of people stuck in Monrovia that they would like 
to get out. 


[Olney] Is the intention just to safeguard the lives of the 
citizens of these states or do you think the Nigerians 
intend to put an end to the civil war all together? 


[Blunt] Well, the statements have been deliberately, I 
think, vague, and the special reason and the main reason 
that spurred them into action is that their own citizens 
are caught up in it. But there is an ECOWAS peace plan 
which would involve a cease-fire and an interim govern- 
ment. Both President Doe and one of the rebel leaders, 
Prince Johnson, have indicated that they might be quite 
happy for this kind of international interveniion. 


The secretary general of ECOWAS, Abass Bundu, has 
said that there would have to be a cease-fire, and then the 
force could go in and preserve the cease-fire and organize 
the interim, and I think the Nigerians would be very 
pleased to be able to do this. I think all the neighboring 
countries are fairly fed up with Liberians who they think 
have made no serious efforts to get their country out of it 
and would be very happy to see an end to it. 


[Olney] Are there any states or organizations within 
Africa which would take offense at a full-scale Nigerian 
intervention? 


[Blunt] For once, I think no. I think this time, things 
have gone so far that everybody would see it as perhaps 
a little unorthodox, but certainly beneficial. The OAU 
normally has a very, very strict rule about noninterfer- 
ence in member states’ affairs. But as the chairman of the 
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organization, the Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni 
said, it hardly applies because the state of Liberia has 
effectively collapsed. 


The only country which might perhaps object is the Ivory 
Coast, who has quietly but discreetly been backing Charles 
Taylor. He is the only person whose interests would be 
harmed because I do not think they would like him to grab 
power, which he obviously would like to do. But I do not 
think even the Ivory Coast would object to this. 


[Olney] What about on the wider international stage? 
What would Washington’s reaction be, for instance? 


[Blunt] The United States is certainly, or should be very 
embarrassed by what is happening in Liberia. That is 
because of the row after their intervention in Panama 
and Grenada. I do not think they think it politically 
possible for them to intervene in Liberia, but if they 
could get somebody else to do it, | am sure they would 
back it and support it all the way. 


[Olney] They have made it clear that this will essentially 
be a Nigerian force. How easy do you think it would be 
for Nigeria to take over control of Liberia? 


{Blunt} They have got the best army in the region, the 
largest and the best equipped, and probably the most 
professional. They have goi a military government, one 
of a whole series of military governments which have 
spent a lot of money on the army and kept it very 
up-to-date with equipment, tailored it down in numbers 
that made it more professional. One gets the impression 
very much that they would like to try it out and see whai 
they can do. There was even muttering at one point 
recently about invading Equatorial Guinea because of 
the South African presence there. I think they thought 
better of it, but I think it may have got an internationally 
acceptable task like sorting out Liberia. I am sure they 
would love to go in and see if they can do it. They should 
be able to. The Liberian Army is a complete shambles 
and the Nigerians are really quite good. [end recording] 


Naval Force Awaiting Orders From ECOWAS 


AB0408092490 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[From the “Saturdays Only” program] 


[Text] The agony of the people of Liberia has been 
protracted for yet another week with the ebb and flow of 
battle claiming the lives of yet more innocent civilians in 
the capital Monrovia. The rebels, now divided in their 
loyalties between Charles Taylor and Prince Johnson, 
have seemed unable or unwilling to make their final 
advance on President Doe’s Executive Mansion. While 
government troops, although unable to rock the rebels, 
have shown themselves able to mount a number of 
counteroffensives. Although last night, fierce fighting 
was reported to have broken out again in the capital. 
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But against this background of continuing loss of life, 
there have been renewed diplomatic moves to try to end 
the conflict which could possibly come to fruition at an 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] summit in Banjul on Monday [6 Aug]. Both the 
United States and the United Nations are showing 
greater support for a regional solution, while Nigeria said 
yesterday that it was now prepared to intervene in 
Liberia if it got the backing of other West African states. 
From Lagos, Shola Odunfa, telexed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] An ECOWAS mili- 
tary intervention force has been set up and put on the 
alert to try to impose a cease-fire in the eight-month old 
civil war in Liberia. Diplomatic sources in Lagos said 
that the force comprises Army, Navy, and Air Force 
un‘ts drawn from Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea, and Sierra 
Leone with the bulk coming from Nigeria. The sources 
said that the force was already assembled off the Sierra 
Leonian coast awaiting formal movement orders from 
the ECOWAS leaders scheduled to hold a special summit 
in Banjul on Monday. 


An official statement in Lagos today did not mention the 
ECOWAS action but announced that Nigeria might inter- 
vene militarily in the Liberian crisis. The statement broad- 
cast by Radio Nigeria this afternoon [3 Aug] said that the 
proposed intervention was to save the lives of Nigerians 
trapped in the West African country. The stater:ent said 
that the military option had become inevitable in view of 
the deterioration in the crisis in Liberia. 


Unofficial sources said that the Nigerian military force 
would operate as part of the ECOWAS intervention 
force. The size of the force beinz committed by Nigeria 
to the action is not known but sources said that three 
naval ships have already sailed to Sierra Leone to rein- 
force the two frigates sent there initially to evacuate 
Nigerians in the troubled country. The two frigates were 
said to have been refused permission by the rebels to 
dock in Monrovia and so had to sail to Freetown to wait 
further orders from Lagos. 


The sources said that the ECOWAS force would seek to 
neutralize all three factions involved in the Liberian war, 
including President Samuel Doe’s forces, and would stay 
on to pave the way for free elections. [end recording] 


ECOWAS Ready To Form Group for Cease-Fire 


AB0408151390 Dakar PANA in English 1410 GMT 
4 Aug 90 


[Text] Lagos, 4 Aug. (NAN/PANA)}—ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States] executive 
secretary, Dr. Abass Bundu, on Friday [3 Aug] in Lagos 
took a critical look at the situation in embattled Liberia 
and declared that “ECOWAS is prepared to put together 
a monitoring group to effect a ceasefire and establish an 
interim administration” in the country. Bundu told 
newsmen at Ikeja in Lagos, on his return from another 
round of talks with the leaders of Ghana, Mali, Togo, 
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Sierra Leone and the Gambia, that the interim govern- 
ment would concern itself with preparing ground for 
early elections in Liberia. 


He said such a temporary administration would be headed 
by a respectable and capable Liberian, who is not an 
aspirant to the Presidency, adding that the monitoring 
committee would ensure a free and fair election to usher 
democracy into the strife-ridden country. Bundu said the 
only viable option for Liberia was a peacefully negotiated 
settlement through a cease-fire rather than war, carnage 
and destruction, adding that the ECOWAS effort was a 
sub-regional one including the U.S., which enjoys a long- 
standing relationship with Liberia, and other well-meaning 
bodies. He said the Liberian peace talks in Sierra Leone 
came to a stalemate because the rebels insisted that Pres- 
ident Samuel Doe should leave office. 


Bundu said he had no evidence that some foreign sources 
were behind the rebels, adding that the international 
community sympathised with the ECOWAS position 
and actions to restore peace in Liberia. “This general 
significance of the rebels being assisted by outside forces 
raises very serious implications for the ECOWAS sub- 
region and would be considered at the Banjul meeting of 
ECOWAS heads of state on 6 August,” he said. 


He said that all parties in Liberia were relevant in the peace 
efforts and would not be ignored [words indistinct] of the 
crisis. Bundu said he was in Lagos to organise and mobilise 
the ECOWAS Secretariat for the Banjul summit. 


NPFL Rebels, Doe Troops Resume Fighting 


AB0408151790 Paris AFP in English 1504 GMT 
4 Aug 90 


{By Barry Parker] 


[Text] Paynesville, Liberia, Aug 4 (AFP)—Guerrillas 
skirmished with government soldiers on the edge of 
Monrovia Saturday [4 Aug] after rebel leader Charles 
Taylor said he would not launch a final assault on the 
capital until more civilians had left. More than 100 
fighters of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) here engaged soldiers loyal to President Samuel 
Doe, who is holed up in the centre of the city. 


Automatic weapons fire, interrupted by an occasional 
burst from a 20mm anti-aircraft gun, was trained on 
soldiers, believed to be the remants of the 72nd Battalion 
whose barracks are north of the crossroads of this suburb 
of the capital. 


The fighting resumed Saturday after a respite Friday 
when rebel commanders told reporters their men were 
scouting out the hideouts of soldiers, who roam the area 
scavenging for food and setting houses ablaze. 


Mr. Taylor, the NPFL commander-in-chief, said Friday 
night that he wanted more of the civilians remaining in 
Monrovia to get out before ordering his men in to finish 
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off the Doe regime. The roads out of the capital were 
again lined with refugees on Saturday. 


The rebel leader estimated that up to 100,000 people 
were still in the city, which has been deprived of food, 
electricity, water and telecommunications for several 
weeks as the rebels have advanced. Firing could also be 
heard further to the north-east around the small town of 
White Plains where guerrillas led by NPFL dissident 
Prince Johnson hold sway. Reporters tried to reach 
White Plains on Friday, but the track proved unpassable. 


NPFL rebels have their last checkpoint outside Bentol 
after which the thick bush area becomes an apparent no 
man’s land between the rival rebel forces. Mr. Taylor 
ordered the arrest of Mr. Johnson in July on murder 
charges, prompting the latter to flee. The NPFL accuse 
Washington, once a close ally of Mr. Doe, of backing Mr. 
Johnson's small rebel force. 


Mr. Taylor, who announced Friday that his forces had 
invaded Grand Geddeh County, the homeland of Mr. 
Doe’s Krahn tribe, also warned against any foreign 
ir.*ervention saying LIberians would fight to the last to 
protect their sovereignty. 


‘Fierce’ Clashes Reported Between Rebel Groups 


AB0408 173590 Paris AFP in French 1557 GMT 
4 Aug 90 


[Excerpts] Abidjan, 4 August (AFP)}—Three armed 
groups continue to contend for power in Liberia—the 
government, the rebels and the rebel dissidents—but the 
only victims are unarmed civilians, according to 
observers in Abidjan on Saturday [4 Aug]. President 
Samuel Kanyon Doe controls a large portion of the 
capital with one or two thousand professional soldiers, 
who are well-equipped and trained and mostly from his 
Krahn ethnic group. He also seems to be holding part of 
his native county, Grand Jide (northeast of the country, 
along the Ivorian border). [passage omitted] 


The most fierce combat on Saturday has been between 
the two rebel factions, giving a respite to government 
troops. It is the second time in one month that Doe’s 
troops have been spared just when it seemed they were 
about to fall to the rebels. 


A special AFP correspondent at the outskirts of Mon- 
rovia reported a small clash between about 100 NPFL 
rebels and government soldiers, and a battle between 
rebels in the White Plains arza, a small village containing 
facilities which provide Monrovia with electricity and 
potable water that have been inoperable for one and a 
half months. [passage omitted] 


Factions Reportedly Fighting in Nimba County 


AB0408 180790 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[From the “African News”] 
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[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Our correspondent says the 
latest reports from Liberia suggest that the country is 
sinking even deeper into anarchy, with fierce fighting not 
only between government and rebel troops, but also 
between rival rebel factions. One report today said that 
Mr. Johnson’s forces have attacked Mr. Taylor’s men 
deep behind their lines in Nimba County, 300 miles 
from Monrovia, where the rebels began their insurrec- 
tion seven months ago. 


ECOWAS Head Interviewed on Intervention 


AB0508075290 London BBC World Service in English 
2200 GMT 4 Aug 90 


[From the “News Hour” Program] 


[Text] Nigeria is said to be assembling a joint navy, army, 
and airborne force together with other West African 
states—Ghana, Guinea, and Sierra Leone. The Nigerians 
want to evacuate some of their own citizens caught in the 
fighting. But they have admitted thai their prime purpose 
is to bring the conflict to an end. Nigeria's sources said 
today that they expect a meeting of ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States], the regional eco- 
nomic community, to endorse what they call their friendly 
intervention. However, Charles Taylor, the main rebel 
leader in Liberia, has said any intervention would be 
illegal. He added that his own troops would turn their guns 
on anyone who tried to get involved. But bearing in mind 
that this civil war has dragged on for eight months, 
(Charles Kenland) asked Abass Bundu, secretary general of 
ECOWAS, why his organization had left it so late to 
consider such intervention. 


[Begin recording] [Bundu] This is not the first occasion 
that ECOWAS has been seized of the Liberian crisis. 
Way back in May, in fact on the 30th of May, the heads 
of state, when they met at the summit in Banjul, consid- 
ered the Liberian situation and laid down three cardinal 
principles that were going to (?guide) ECOWAS action 
on the matter. 


First of all, they called on all the parties to cease fire. 
Secondly, they called on them to put an end to the 
unecessary destruction of lives and property. And lastly, 
they appealed to the parties to accept the holding of 
elections as a means of returning the country to peace 
and harmony among its citizens. 


[(Kenland)] So, the purpose of going in is not just to 
res_.:e fellow West African citizens who are caught up in 
the fighting; it is actually to set up a new government. 


[Bundu] Well, as you know, a number of foreign 
nationals have been caught up in this fighting, and quite 
a good number of them have sought sanctuary in the 
diplomatic missions of their countries. I think there is no 
denying the fact that ECOWAS member states do have 
the right indeed to protect their citizens, especially in a 
conflict situation where law and order appear to have 
actually broken down. Of course, if it becomes necessary 
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for the monitoring group that would be entering Liberia 
to enforce the cease-fire, then that certainly is an issue 
which ts also contemplated. 


{(Kenland)} And what size force are you going to send in 
to achieve these aims? 


[Bundu] Well, that has not been determined in any 
precise term, but I am sure the force will be [words 
indistinct] to meet the situation that it has to deal with. 


{(Kenland)] Presumably, the Nigerians will be providing 
the bulk of the troops. 


[Bundu} Well, if that 1s what has to happen, then so be it! 


{(Kenland)} Is it the intention to go into Liberia with the 
agreement of the various warring factions, or are you 
going to go in regardless? After all, this morning, we 
heard that Charles Taylor, one of the rebel leaders, has 
said that he would fight any outside intervention. 


{[Bundu] Well indeed, before the ministerial meeting of 
the standing mediation committee took place in 
Freetown, | visited Liberia and had discussions with 
President Doe. I also visited Mr. Charles Taylor and 
both parties accepted to attend the ECOWAS mediation 
talks in Freetown. And indeed they did. So there was 
tacit agreement on their part to accept the ECOWAS 
mediation effort. [end recording] 


Johnson Orders Arrest of U.S., UK Nationals 


AB0508064990 London BBC World Service in English 
0610 GMT 5 Aug 90 


[From the “World News” program] 


[Text] One of the rebel leaders fighting to overthrow the 
government tn Liberia has said he has ordered the arrest 
tomorrow of all foreigners in the area he controls. The 
rebel leader, Mr. Prince Johnson, said he was hoping to 
provoke foreign intervention in the conflict. Nigeria and 
other West African countries are already planning to 
send some kind of force to Liberia. But Mr. Johnson said 
that they would only be welcomed as part of a wider 
international effort. Here is our West Africa correspon- 
dent, Elizabeth Blunt: 


{Begin Blunt recording] With the Liberian civil war now 
becoming hopelessly bogged down into a three-cornered 
Struggle between President Doe’s men and two rival 
rebel groups, one of the rebel leaders is now trying to 
force the hand of countries like the United States to 
intervene. Prince Johnson told journalists in Monrovia 
that he had ordered his men to start arresting foreigners 
on Monday [6 Aug], starting with Americans, Britons, 
Indians, and Lebanese. He said that those arrested would 
be held at a secret location and not be harmed. But he 
put it quite openly that he was hoping to provoke an 
international incident which would force foreign troops 
to intervene. 
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The sector of Monrovia which Prince Johnson’s men 
control contains the British and the American Embas- 
sies, as well as much of the main commercial district and 
the industrial area near the port where many Lebanese 
and Indian businessmen live and work. Ironically, 
Prince Johnson’s threat comes just as Liberia’s West 
African neighbors are about to start discussing some 
kind of military action. But the rebel leader seems to 
have put his heart on an American intervention. Nige- 
rian and other West African troops were not apparently 
billed. He told the journalists that the Nigerians and 
others would be welcome if they came as part of a 
broader international force, but not on their own initia- 
tive. [end recording] 


Johnson Reportedly Kills Civilian In Monrovia 


AB0508082590 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 5 Jul 90 


[From the “African News” program] 


[Text] In a pool dispatch from Monrovia, the main news 
agencies have reported that Mr. Prince Johnson is 
alleged to have personally executed a Liberian citizen in 
Monrovia on Friday [3 August]. A Western journalist is 
said to have witnessed the rebel leader shoot dead a man 
wearing a Red Cross emblem who had been selling rice 
vouchers to people in the street. Mr. Johnson was quoted 
as saying that the vouchers should have been given away 
and he wanted the world to know how profiteers were 
dealt with. 


Taylor Calls for ‘General Mobilization’ 


AB0508112490 Paris AFP in French 1108 GMT 
5 Aug 90 


[Text] Yekepa (Liberia), 5 Aug (AFP)—The chairman of 
the National Patriotic Front, Mr. Charles Taylor, today 
launched an appeal for a general mobilization “in order 
to fight any foreign intervention.” 


The White House announced earlier today in Wash- 
ington that U.S. Marines arrived in Liberia to rescue 
American nationals. 


The rebel leader, in a radio broadcast from Yekepa, the 
mining city located in the Nimba mountains (northeast 
of Liberia), called on all Liberians to gather in various 
cities of the country “in order to defend their country.” 


Further on Mobilization 


ABO0508125190 Paris AFP in French 1149 GMT 
5 Aug 90 


[By AFP special correspondent Christian Spillmann] 


[Text] Yekepa (Liberia), 5 Aug (AFP)}—The chairman of 
the National Patriotic Front, Mr. Charles Taylor, today 
launched an appeal for a general mobilization “in order 
to fight any foreign intervention,” an AFP correspon- 
dent reported. (The White House announced earlier 
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today in Washington that more than 200 U.S. Marines 
landed in Liberia without meeting any resistence to 
rescue some 300 American nationals.) 


The rebel leader, in a radio broadcast monitored in 
Yekenra, the mining city located in the Nimba mountains 
(northeast Liberia), called on all Liberians to gather in 
the country’s various cities “in order to defend their 
country.” “Our objective is to mobilize 150,000 men,” 
he declared. ““‘We must be ready to build bridges, dig 
trenches, erect obstacles, and remain vigilant in order to 
fight our common enemy,” he added. 


Mr. Taylor reaffirmed that the crisis facing Liberia is “an 
internal matter” and he pointed out the atrocities perpe- 
trated by the government forces loyal to President Doe 
whom he called a “devil.” The chairman of the National 
Patriotic Front said that his partisans never threatened 
foreign interests in Liberia and that he agreed to Nigeria, 
whose three ships have docked in Freetown (Sierra 
Leone), evacuating its nationals. 


“It is obvious that all this has been orchestrated in order 
to keep President Doe in power,” he added. ““We hereby 
call on the international community to respect our 
sovereignty and let Liberians form a new government in 
charge of reestablishing the principles of human right 
principles and restoring the economic potential of the 
country,” he said. 


“We are confronted with a new colonization like that 
during the days of slavery. We believe that Liberians can 
meet this challenge and that they must remain free and 
independent,” he added. 


The heads of state of the Economic Community of West 
African States are to meet tomorrow in Banjul, Gambia, 
to discuss a possible military intervention, it is recalled. 


Doe Welcomes U.S. Marine Intervention 


AB0508160890 London BBC World Service in English 
1500 GMT 5 Aug 90 


[From the ““Newsreel” program] 


[Excerpts] The United States said the detachment of 
marines sent ashore from American ships to Liberia are 
to protect and evacuate American citizens threatened by 
the civil war. A White House spokesman stressed that 
the deployment could not constitute a military interven- 
tion in the Liberian fighting. It was being undertaken 
because of the deteriorating military situation. Our West 
African correspondent, Elizabeth Blunt, has been moni- 
toring developments from The Gambia. 


[Begin Blunt recording] When the rebel leader, Prince 
Johnson threatened yesterday to start arresting Ameri- 
cans and other foreigners, he quite openly said that he 
was trying to create an international incident and pro- 
voke the United States to intervene. In the event, the 
reaction was as fast as he could have wished, but perhaps 
not quite the kind of intervention he was hoping for. 
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United States Marines moved in early in the morning 
and started pulling American citizens out of two com- 
munications installations on opposite sites of the city, 
but both of them behind rebel lines. [passage omitted] 


Latest reports said about 60 people have been taken out so 
far to the four American warships lying offshore, and that 
the marines landed without encountering any resistance. 


A spokesman in President Doe’s office who contacted the 
BBC by radio teicrhone said that the president welcomed 
the United States a 9n as a positive one to safeguard and 
protect American intere*’s. He said that President Doe had 
been assured that the United States had no intention of 
intervening in the conflict itself. [end recording] 


NPFL Rebels Fire on U.S. Helicopter 


AB0508171590 Paris AFP in English 17085 GMT 
5 Aug 9? 


{By Barry Parker] 


[Excerpt] Outskirts of Monrovia, Aug 5 (AFP)—From 
behind rebel lines four helicopters could be seen over the 
capital evacuating U.S. personnel from war-torn Liberia 
on Sunday [5 Aug]. Rebels took this correspondent to the 
palm-fringed beach, just south of Monrovia, from where 
two U.S. warships could be seen on the horizon. 


The helicopters, flying in pairs, were seen landing on a 
vessel, with the executive mansion in which President 
Samuel Doe is believed to be holed up, silhouetted in the 
background. 


The arrival of the helicopters seemed to throw the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) into dis- 
array. Commanders did not know whether the United 
States was intervening or just evacuating its citizens 
caught up in the fighting. 


Unit Commander Johnson Karnow ordered a 20-mm 
anti-aircraft gun to be brought forward and another 
commander, Samuel Lartoe, said his men had opened 
fire on a distant helicopter. ““We will fire on them,” Mr. 
Lartoe said, but the distance made the effort pointless. 


On the beach, 15-year-old rebel Michael Thomas said 
that he would not shoot at the Americans. “It ain't fair to 
fire at them, they're Americans, not Doe.” 


He was under the command of Rebel 99, whose unit is 
disciplined and was content to look on as the helicopters 
flew on under a low, grey sky. But like his comrades he 
was unsure exactly what the ').S. Marines had come to 
do. He wanted to know what foreign radio stations were 
saying about the evacuation. 


NPFL leader Charles Taylor has warned that any foreign 
invader would “have to kill everybody.” [passage omitted] 
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Taylor Supports U.S. Marine Evacuation Move 


ABO0508191890 Paris AFP in English 1919 GMT 
5 Aug 90 


{By Barry Parker] 


[Text] Harbel, Liberia, Aug 5 (AFP}—Charles Taylor's 
rebels supported an evacuation of U.S. personnel from 
Liberia on Sunday [5 Aug] and announced that a break- 
away rebel force had taken hostages in the capital. 
Guerrillas of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) had gone into Monrovia to trv to release the 
hostages captured by Prince Johnson, a renegade from 
the NPFL, who has launched his own bid to take power. 


“I have ordered my army into the city of Monrovia since 
this dangerous development ... and I will bring under 
control shortly this terrorist Prince Johnson,” Mr. 
Taylor said. 


No details were released about the identity of the hos- 
tages. Mr. Johnson had Saturday night reportedly threat- 
ened to take hostages to try to provoke an international 
incident as Nigeria considered ‘ntervening to end the 
bloodshed in Liberia, where rebels are fighting to topple 
President Samuel Doe. 


“The top priority is the release of the hostages now,” a 
spokesman for Mr. Taylor said. “The war is on but the 
lives of the people is more important, be they American, 
Japanese or whatever.’ He could not say what nation- 
ality the hostages were. “The United States government 
informed us last night of the intent to evacuate citizens,” 
the spokesman said. 


“The exercise now going on was agreed upon by both 
parties.” 


Washington had not specified the timing of the operation, 
which led to some confusion Sunday morning. One unit 
commander told AFP his men had fired on a helicopter. 


Spokesman Eric Scott said the United States had con- 
tacted Mr. Taylor again Sunday about the evacuation. 
“Every government has an obligation to protect its 
nationals,” Mr. Scott told reporters. 


“We have from time to time evacuated foreigners who 
have expressed a wish to leave,’ he said, adding that 
support for the U.S. move was consistent with the 
NPFL’s own policy. 


Washington had from the start said the three warships 
carrying some 2,000 Marines would be used for evacua- 
tions only, Mr. Scott said. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Taylor, in a statement about the hostages issued here 
at his headquarters in the Firestone rubber plantation, 
said his “government leaves open the option to seek 
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special professional assistance from friendly countries ... 
should our efforts to move in and control the problem 
prove to be inadequate. 


“Prince Johnson, realising that my forces have sur- 
rounded him, and Samuel Doe in Monrovia with no way 
out, seeks to confuse the situation to rescue himself. 
There is no escape for him or Doe now.” 


Sources close to Mr. Taylor noted the “coincidence” of 
the hostage-taking with the U.S. evacuations, hinting 
that it was an ideal excuse for Washington to step in. Mr. 
Taylor has accused the United States of covertly backing 
Mr. Johnson, who he says fled from NPFL when a 
warrant was issued for his arrest on murder charges. It 
has been alleged that Washington refused to deal with 
Mr. Taylor, a former civil servant who went to live in the 
United States after being accused of a million-dollar 
fraud, because NPFL men have been trained in Libya. 


Mr. Taylor, in a statement about the hostages issued here 
at his headquarters in the Firestone rubber plantation, said 
his “government leaves open the option to seek special 
professional assistance from friendly countries...should 
our efforts to move in and control the problem, prove to be 
inadequate. Prince Johnson, realising that my forces have 
surrounded him, aiid Samuel Doe in Monrovia with no 
way out, seeks to confuse the situation to rescue himself. 
There is no escape for him or Doe now.” 


Sources close to Mr. Taylor noted the “coincidence” of 
the hostage-taking with the U.S. evacuations, hinting 
that it was an ideal excuse for Washington to step in. Mr. 
Taylor has accused the United States of covertly backing 
Mr. Johnson, who he says fled from NPFL when a 
warrant was issued for his arrest on murder charges. 


It has been alleged that Washington refused to deal with 
Mr. Taylor, a former civil servant who went to live in the 
United States after being accused of a million dollar 
fraud, because NPFL men have been trained in Libya. 


‘Fierce: Fighting’ Between Doe, Johnson Forces 


AB0308222490 London BBC World Service in English 
2200 GMT 5 Aug 90 


[From the ‘News Hour” program] 


[Text] Fierce fighting is reported to have erupted 
throughout the center of the Liberian capital, Monrovia, 
between government forces and the rebel faction led by Mr 
Prince Johnson. Correspondents in Monrovia say rockets 
and shells were fired by both sides as fighting spread from 
street to street. The heaviest clashes are said to be concen- 
trated around the Defense Ministry building. 


Meanwhile, the chairman of the Organization of African 
Unity, President Museveni of Uganda, has said the OAU 
has a role to play in resolving the Liberian conflict, and 
this will be discussed at a meeting of West African 
leaders in Gambia on Monday [6 August]. Nigeria has 
said it may intervene militarily to protect its nationals if 
it obtains the backing of other states in the area. 
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